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Introduction
A coalition of civil rights organizations, in conjunction with HIT Strategies, calculated grades for U.S.
senators to provide civil rights advocates with clear insights into the voting patterns of their Senate
delegations, which is demonstrative of their larger political and policy agendas.
The grades are based on senators’ votes on the American Rescue Plan Act, the John R. Lewis Voting
Rights Advancement Act, and the For the People Act. Thematically, these demonstrate the focus on
economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic and expansion of voting access and voter protection at the federal level following the 2020 election. In addition to the voting rights legislation, we
have included senators’ stance on the filibuster because this once rare procedure has been normalized into a tool to effectively stymie major legislation, including voting rights protection bills. Coupled
with the dramatic expansion of its use, the filibuster has, and will continue to have, a substantial effect
on policymaking in the foreseeable future as the divide between the 51st and 60th vote in the Senate
is unbridgeable with the Senate split along partisan lines.

Key Legislation and the Filibuster
Each senator’s grade is based on their action or inaction on key pieces of legislation and eliminating
the filibuster that would help secure voting rights.
                      
Designed to provide economic relief in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. It outlines spending for
a multi-pronged relief plan, including national vaccine programs, reopening schools, personal economic stimulus payments, and extending unemployment and other benefits.
   3/06/21
        50-49, passed the Senate with an amendment.
                                  
Restores and strengthens the Voting Rights Act of 1965 to prohibit discrimination in voting to create
an open and transparent democratic process in which everyone across the country can participate.
          11/3/21
        51 – 49, failed to meet 60 votes to open the floor to debate on the bill
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Expands voting rights access, reduces big money in politics, and implements anti-corruption measures to strengthen protection of voting.
          06/22/21
         50-50, failed to meet 60 votes to open the floor to debate on the bill
         
The filibuster refers to a procedural Senate rule which allows a prolonged debate on a piece of legislation for an unlimited amount of time. Without at least 60 out of 100 votes to end a filibuster - a procedure known as cloture - any Senator can prevent a vote on a bill, resolution, amendment, or other
debatable questions.
The Senate does not publicly report the number of cloture votes held, making the identification of
modern filibusters not readily available. In the absence of a Congressional voting record, HIT Strategies relied on data compiled by the Washington Post on each Senators’ position on the filibuster. The
Washington Post accrued each Democratic senators’ position using senators’ most recent comments.
These statements - and the categories each Senator lands in – are updated when applicable.
A senator’s stance on the filibuster is important to this analysis because of the current 50 – 50 split of
the Senate along party lines that has made it harder for Congress to pass laws like voting rights legislation, which are currently languishing in the Senate. Within this context, knowing each Senator’s
position on the filibuster also provides us with a read on their commitment to pass voter protections
in light of increasingly brazen measures enacted by states to disenfranchise voters who are disproportionally voters of color.

Scorecard Methodology
By aggregating the votes from the three Senate bills we’ve calculated a grade for each senator. Each
act was scored by a coded system:
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For the filibuster, the scaled score was based on the Washington Post’s analysis and ranking of Democratic Senators’ stance on the filibuster.
            
               
                   
                     
Of the senators’ overall score, the filibuster vote comprises 50 percent, while the other 50 percent is an
average of the votes on the John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act, the American Rescue Plan
Law, and the For the People Act of 2021.
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Please reach out to Terrance Woodbury or Samuel Madrigal from HIT Strategies for any
additional research questions about this data.
             
If you have any questions, please contact:
Terrance Woodbury
terrance@hitstrat.com

                   
If you have any questions, please contact:
Samuel Madrigal
samuel@hitstrat.com

