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W H A T ' S  A T ST A K E

Why this midterm matters

3

435
U.S. House Seats

35
U.S. Senate Seats

36
Governors

1,000s
State and local offices: 
legislators, judges, school 
boards, prosecutors, sheriffs

Midterms decide the leaders who set budgets for schools, health 
care, housing and policing, and who write the rules for how we 
vote. Yet turnout drops sharply: about 52% of eligible citizens 
voted in 2022, compared with 67% in 2020 (U.S. Census 
Bureau).

“Your vote is the most important currency you have. It is the one 
thing every citizen holds equally, regardless of income, zip code, 
or last name. When we deposit that currency together, 
collectively, as a community, we get the government we vote for.

Derrick Johnson, NAACP President and CEO



O U R  1 3  K E Y ST A T ES

Click a state for its official election office
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Toolkit state (click for official site) Same-day registration

Official Election Offices

Arizona:  azsos.gov/elections

California:  sos.ca.gov/elections

Florida:  dos.fl.gov/elections

Iowa:  sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterinformation/index.html

Michigan:  michigan.gov/sos/elections

Nebraska:  sos.nebraska.gov/elections

New Jersey:  nj.gov/state/elections

New York:  elections.ny.gov

North Carolina:  ncsbe.gov

Ohio:  ohiosos.gov/elections

Pennsylvania:  pa.gov/agencies/vote

Texas:  votetexas.gov

Virginia:  elections.virginia.gov

Interactive map with live countdowns: open the Faith Forward 
Voting Map

https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections
https://elections.ny.gov
https://elections.ny.gov
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterinformation/index.html
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterinformation/index.html
https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/
https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/vote
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/vote
https://www.nj.gov/state/elections/
https://www.nj.gov/state/elections/
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections
https://sos.nebraska.gov/elections
https://sos.nebraska.gov/elections
https://www.elections.virginia.gov
https://www.elections.virginia.gov
https://azsos.gov/elections
https://azsos.gov/elections
https://www.ncsbe.gov
https://www.ncsbe.gov
https://www.votetexas.gov
https://www.votetexas.gov
https://dos.fl.gov/elections/
https://dos.fl.gov/elections/
https://azsos.gov/elections
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections
https://dos.fl.gov/elections/
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterinformation/index.html
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections
https://sos.nebraska.gov/elections
https://www.nj.gov/state/elections/
https://elections.ny.gov
https://www.ncsbe.gov
https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/vote
https://www.votetexas.gov
https://www.elections.virginia.gov
https://claude.ai/artifact/6oY1jVskChdUYWsdCMQUvd
https://claude.ai/artifact/6oY1jVskChdUYWsdCMQUvd


K E Y D A TE S ·  N O V 3 ,  2 0 26

State-By-State Dates (Arizona – New Jersey)
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State Register by Same-day registration Early in-person voting Mail ballot request by Mail ballot must arrive

Arizona Oct 5 No Oct 7 – Oct 30 Oct 23 7 p.m. Nov 3

California Oct 19
Yes – conditional, Oct 20 –
Nov 3

County office from Oct 5; most vote 
centers Oct 24 – Nov 3

Mailed to all voters by Oct 
5

Postmarked Nov 3, received 
by Nov 10

Florida Oct 5 No
Oct 24 – Oct 31 (counties may add Oct 
19–23, Nov 1)

Oct 22, 5 p.m. 7 p.m. Nov 3

Iowa Oct 19 (pre-register)
Yes – Election Day, with ID + 
proof of address

Oct 14 – Nov 2 Oct 19, 5 p.m. Close of polls Nov 3

Michigan
Oct 19 online/mail; in person 
thru Nov 3

Yes – at your local clerk
Oct 24 – Nov 1 (absentee in person at 
clerk from Sept 24)

Oct 30 online/mail; Nov 2 
in person

8 p.m. Nov 3

Nebraska
Oct 16 online/mail; Oct 23 in 
person

No Oct 5 – Nov 2 (county office) Oct 23 Close of polls Nov 3

New Jersey Oct 13 No Oct 24 – Nov 1
Oct 27 by mail; Nov 2 in 
person

Postmarked Nov 3, received 
within 6 days

Click State names to link to each official election office. Hours and sites vary by county. Sources: State election offices, as of Sept 28, 2026.

https://azsos.gov/elections
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections
https://dos.fl.gov/elections/
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterinformation/index.html
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections
https://sos.nebraska.gov/elections
https://www.nj.gov/state/elections/


K E Y D A TE S ·  N O V 3 ,  2 0 26

State-By-State Dates (New York – Virginia)
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State Register by Same-day registration Early in-person voting Mail ballot request by Mail ballot must arrive

New York Oct 24 No Oct 24 – Nov 1 Oct 24
Postmarked Nov 3, received 
by Nov 10

North Carolina Oct 9 Early voting only (Oct 15–31) Oct 15 – Oct 31 Oct 20, 5 p.m. 7:30 p.m. Nov 3

Ohio Oct 5 No Oct 6 – Nov 2 Oct 27 Close of polls Nov 3

Pennsylvania Oct 19 No
No early sites; mail ballot in person at 
county office until Oct 27

Oct 27, 5 p.m. 8 p.m. Nov 3

Texas Oct 5 No Oct 19 – Oct 30 Oct 23 (received)
7 p.m. Nov 3 (5 p.m. Nov 4 
if postmarked Nov 3)

Virginia Oct 23
Yes – provisional, Oct 24 –
Nov 3

Sept 18 – Oct 31 Oct 23, 5 p.m.
Postmarked Nov 3, received 
by noon Nov 6

Click State names to link to each official election office. Hours and sites vary by county. Sources: State election offices, as of Sept 28, 2026.

https://elections.ny.gov
https://www.ncsbe.gov
https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/vote
https://www.votetexas.gov
https://www.elections.virginia.gov


S A M PL E B A LL O T S

What's on Your Ballot?: A Practice Ballot for Each State
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Five slides show which measures touch housing, health care, 
education, public safety, criminal justice, the economy and voting. 
Then 13 state slides show the offices on every ballot and each 
statewide ballot measure in plain words, with YES / NO ovals to 
practice. Use them in study sessions and Make Your Plan Sunday.

1
Look up your sample ballot with this link. It lists every candidate and 
local race for your address. (vote.org)

2
Read each measure's full text and the official voter guide before 
deciding.

3
Mark your choices on your sample ballot and bring it with you. Paper 
notes are allowed in most states.

Statewide measures by state

Arizona 8

California 14

Florida 3

Iowa 1

Michigan 2

Nebraska 4

New Jersey 0

New York 0

North Carolina 3

Ohio 1

Pennsylvania 0

Texas 0

Virginia 3

Practice ballots for education only; not official ballots. Measures as certified by Sept 2026.

https://www.vote.org/ballot-information/
https://www.vote.org/ballot-information/


W H A T ' S  A T ST A K E F O R  B L A C K  C O MM U N I TI ES

Housing and Health Care On the Ballot
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Housing

Ask: Will this change rent, home prices, property taxes or the supply of 
affordable homes where we live?

California Prop 1:  $11.25B bond for affordable housing and veterans

California Prop 37:  $25B bonds for middle-income home loans

California Prop 45:  Faster environmental review for projects

Florida Amendment 3:  Raise the homestead exemption; cap non-
homestead assessment increases at 5%

North Carolina Amendment:  Let the Legislature limit local property tax 
increases

Races that shape it: Governor, Legislature, county and city officials, U.S. Congress (housing 
vouchers, fair-lending laws)

Health care

Ask: Does this change access to care, clinics, coverage or medical research for 
our families?

California Prop 38:  $8.4B for immunology research

California Prop 44:  Clinics must spend 90% on services

Virginia Amendment:  Reproductive freedom: protect decisions on 
pregnancy, birth control, abortion and fertility care

Races that shape it: Governor (Medicaid), Legislature, Insurance Commissioner (CA), U.S. 
Congress (Medicaid, ACA)



W H A T ' S  A T ST A K E F O R  B L A C K  C O MM U N I TI ES

Education and Public Safety On the Ballot
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Education

Ask: Does this change school funding, class sizes, what students learn, or who 
can take part in school programs?

Arizona Prop 318:  Assign school sports teams and facilities by biological sex

Arizona Prop 320:  Require large school districts to spend 60% of budgets on 
instruction

California Prop 3:  Extend high-income tax rates past 2031 for schools

Nebraska Initiative 442:  Separate K-12 and college sports teams by sex 
(constitutional)

Races that shape it: Governor, Legislature, state superintendent (AZ, CA), state and 
university boards (MI), school boards

Public safety

Ask: Will this make our neighborhoods safer, and how will it be enforced in our 
communities?

Arizona Prop 317:  Designate drug cartels as terrorist organizations under 
state law

Arizona Prop 319:  Ban photo radar traffic enforcement

Races that shape it: Governor, Attorney General, sheriffs, district attorneys, city and county 
officials



W H A T ' S  A T ST A K E F O R  B L A C K  C O MM U N I TI ES

Criminal Justice and Incarceration on the Ballot
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Criminal justice

Ask: How does this affect sentencing, incarceration, reentry and the rights of people coming home?

Virginia Amendment:  Voting rights: restore voting rights on release from incarceration 
for a felony

Races that shape it: Governor (pardons, rights restoration), Attorney General, district attorneys, judges

Coming home? You may be able to 

vote.

In CA, MI, NJ, NY, OH and PA, people on parole or 
probation can vote now.

In AZ, FL, IA, NE, NC and TX, rights return when the 
sentence is complete.

In Virginia, people apply to the Governor today; the 
Nov 3 amendment would make it automatic on release.

Details by state: slide 28.



W H A T ' S  A T ST A K E F O R  B L A C K  C O MM U N I TI ES

Economics and Taxes On the Ballot
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Economy and taxes

Ask: Who pays, who benefits, and which services such as schools, transit and health get more or less money?

Arizona Prop 141:  Ban taxes or fees based on miles driven, 
and mileage tracking

Arizona Prop 316:  Cap city sales tax on food at 2%; 
increases need voter approval

Arizona Prop 320:  Require large school districts to spend 
60% of budgets on instruction

California Prop 2:  Change rainy-day fund rules

California Prop 3:  Extend high-income tax rates past 2031 
for schools

California Prop 40:  One-time tax on billionaires’ wealth

California Prop 41:  Audits of voter-approved special taxes

California Prop 42:  Ban new state personal property taxes

California Prop 43:  2/3 vote for local special taxes

California Prop 45:  Faster environmental review for 
projects

Florida Amendment 1:  Raise the limit on the state’s rainy-
day fund (to 25% of general revenue)

Florida Amendment 2:  Exempt farm equipment from 
property taxes

Florida Amendment 3:  Raise the homestead exemption; 
cap non-homestead assessment increases at 5%

Iowa Amendment:  Require a two-thirds vote of the 
Legislature to raise income tax rates

Nebraska Initiative 440:  Allow online sports betting 
through licensed racetracks

Nebraska Initiative 441:  Define and regulate online sports 
betting

North Carolina Amendment:  Cap the state income tax rate 
at 3.5%

North Carolina Amendment:  Let the Legislature limit local 
property tax increases

Races that shape it: Governor, Legislature, Treasurer, Comptroller or CFO, U.S. Congress (tax credits, SNAP)



W H A T ' S  A T ST A K E F O R  B L A C K  C O MM U N I TI ES

Voting and Civil Rights On the Ballot
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Voting and Civil Rights

Ask: Does this make it easier or harder for every eligible person to vote, and to be treated equally?

Arizona Prop 142:  Prohibit diversity, equity and inclusion 
policies in state and local government

Arizona Prop 144:  Require government ID to vote, 
including by mail

Arizona Prop 318:  Assign school sports teams and facilities 
by biological sex

California Prop 4:  Allow public financing of campaigns

California Prop 5:  End successor elections in state recalls

California Prop 39:  Voter ID and citizenship checks

Michigan Proposal 1:  Hold a convention to rewrite the 
state constitution

Michigan Proposal 2:  Limit political contributions from 
utilities and large state contractors

Nebraska Amendment 1:  Extend legislative term limits 
from two to three terms

Nebraska Initiative 442:  Separate K-12 and college sports 
teams by sex (constitutional)

North Carolina Amendment:  Require photo ID for all 
voters, including mail ballots

Ohio Issue 3:  Add a photo ID requirement for voting to the 
Ohio Constitution

Virginia Amendment:  Marriage: repeal the same-sex 
marriage ban; two adults may marry regardless of sex

Virginia Amendment:  Voting rights: restore voting rights 
on release from incarceration for a felony

Races that shape it: Secretary of State, state supreme courts, Legislature, U.S. Congress (voting rights law)

Candidates Matter Too

Governor

Medicaid, housing funds, state police, pardons

Legislature

Budgets, taxes, tenant and voting laws

Attorney General

Civil rights, consumer and lending fraud

Courts and DAs

Sentencing, bail, voting cases

School boards

School funding and curriculum

U.S. Congress

Medicaid, SNAP, housing aid, voting rights law



D O N ' T  V O TE  A L O N E

Make Your Plan to Vote. Bring 5 Friends.
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Confirm I am registered at my current address

Choose how I will vote: early, by mail, or on Election Day

Find my polling place and its hours

Check what ID my state requires

Look up my sample ballot and research every race, including 
local ones

Arrange time off, childcare or a ride

Bring 5 friends: invite them, check their registration, vote 
together

Early in person

Best for: Flexible schedules; avoid lines
Watch for: Sites and hours differ from Election Day

By mail

Best for: Homebound voters, travelers, shift workers
Watch for: Request and return deadlines; signature rules

Election Day

Best for: Voting alongside your community
Watch for: Your assigned polling place only; plan for lines

Check registration at naacp.org/vote

https://verify.vote.org/?partner=199998&campaign=2023%20Campaigns%20Website


V O TE R  R I G H T S

Know Your Voting Rights
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In line when polls close?

Stay in line. You have the right to vote.

Name not on the list?

Ask for a provisional ballot. Never leave without voting.

Need help voting?

If you have a disability or trouble reading, you may bring a helper 
of your choice (not your employer or union rep).

Accessible voting

Every polling place must offer accessible voting. Ask for the 
accessible machine.

Made a mistake?

Ask for a new ballot before you cast it.

No intimidation

No one may threaten, harass or block you from voting. Report it 
right away.

ID rules, felony-conviction rules and language help vary by state. Returning citizens: see slide 15.



R E T U R N IN G  C IT I ZE N S

Returning Citizens: You May Already Be Able To Vote
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Vote unless currently in prison for a 
felony

California  ·  Michigan  ·  New Jersey  
·  New York  ·  Ohio  ·  Pennsylvania

On parole or probation? You can register and 
vote now.

Vote once your sentence is 
complete

Arizona*  ·  Florida**  ·  Iowa***  ·  
Nebraska  ·  North Carolina  ·  Texas

Complete means prison, parole and probation 
are finished. Then register again.

Must apply to have rights restored

Virginia

Apply to the Governor through the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth. More than 66,000 people 
had rights restored this summer. A Nov 3 
amendment would make restoration automatic 
on release.

* Arizona: automatic after a first felony once probation or prison is finished and restitution is paid; two or more felonies, apply 
to a judge.

** Florida: all terms must be complete, including fines, fees and restitution; murder or felony sexual offenses require clemency.

*** Iowa: fines, fees and restitution are not required; homicide convictions must apply to the Governor.

In jail awaiting trial or for a misdemeanor? You can usually 

still vote by absentee ballot. Check your status: 
restoreyourvote.org or 866-OUR-VOTE.

https://campaignlegal.org/restoreyourvote


E LE C T IO N  P R O T EC TI O N

If something goes wrong, call for help.
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Election Protection hotline

866-OUR-VOTE
(866-687-8683)

Spanish:  888-VE-Y-VOTA (888-839-8682)

Asian languages:  888-API-VOTE (888-274-8683)

Arabic:  844-YALLA-US (844-925-5287)

ASL video:  301-818-VOTE (301-818-8683)

Nonpartisan, free and confidential.

Call or report when you see

• Long lines, broken machines or polls opening late

• A voter turned away or told they are not registered

• Confusing or false information about where or when to vote

• Anyone intimidating or challenging voters

How your church can help

• Print the hotline in every bulletin from now to Nov 3

• Recruit members as poll workers through your county election office

• Train volunteers as nonpartisan Election Protection monitors

• Know your state's no-campaigning zone around polling places



M A R K  YO U R  C A L EN D A R

Virtual meetings, rallies and voting days
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OCT

11

S U N

Churchwide virtual 

rally

Worship, a featured gospel 
artist, and a call to make a 
voting plan.

OCT 5-

Nov 2

W I N D O W

Vote early or mail it in

Worship, a featured gospel 
artist, and a call to make a 
voting plan.

OCT

26

M O N

Virtual Phonebank

Join the NAACP's virtual 
phonebank to encourage 
community members to vote.

NOV

1

S U N

Souls to the Polls

Worship, then vote together 
where early voting is open.

NOV

3

T U E

Election Day

Rides, reminders and Election 
Protection on call.

Event Registration: Visit www.naacp.org/vote or www.naacp.org/events to view and register for events.

Nov 1 early voting is open in CA, MI, NJ, NY and OH (and FL counties that add it). In AZ, NC, TX and VA, hold Souls to the Polls on Oct 25. In IA, NE and PA, help members vote at the 

county office or by mail. Check your local jurisdictions for exact early vote dates in your community.

http://www.naacp.org/vote
https://naacp.org/events


3 0 - D A Y C H U R C H  A C T I O N  PL A N

Educate, Mobilize, Activate: Oct 4 to Nov 3
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EDUCATE
Days 30–21 · Oct 4–13

• Announce the plan from the pulpit; 
name a civic coordinator

• Registration table after every service

• Join the Oct 5 leadership meeting and 
Oct 11 virtual rally

• Host a "Faith and Civic Life" study using 
this toolkit

• Share nonpartisan guides and sample 
ballots

MOBILIZE
Days 20–11 · Oct 14–23

• "Make Your Plan" Sunday with pledge 
cards (Oct 18)

• Build the ride sign-up list: drivers and a 
dispatcher

• Phone and text tree so every member 
has a plan

• Help members request mail ballots 
before deadlines

• Recruit poll workers and Election 
Protection volunteers

ACTIVATE
Days 10–0 · Oct 24–Nov 3

• Souls to the Polls: Oct 25 or Nov 1, by 
state

• Daily reminders: "Have you voted yet?"

• Prayer vigil for peaceful, fair elections 
(Oct 31)

• Collect and drop off mail ballots on time

• Election Day: rides, hospitality, hotline 
on hand



3 0 - D A Y C H U R C H  A C T I O N  PL A N

Day-by-day Countdown Calendar
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Day Date Church action State deadlines

24–26 Oct 9–11 Oct 11: churchwide virtual rally Oct 9: NC register-by 

21 Tue Oct 13 Begin "Faith and Civic Life" study sessions NJ register-by 

16 Sun Oct 18 "Make Your Plan" Sunday: pledge cards and ride sign-ups Oct 14 IA and Oct 15 NC early voting open

15 Mon Oct 19 Phone and text tree begins Register-by: CA, IA, MI, PA · TX early voting opens

11 Fri Oct 23 Mail ballot request push Request-by: AZ, NE, TX, VA · VA register-by

10 Sat Oct 24 Early voting kickoff FL, MI, NJ, NY early voting opens · NY register-by

9 Sun Oct 25 Souls to the Polls in AZ, NC, TX, VA Last early-voting Sunday in those states

2 Sun Nov 1 Souls to the Polls churchwide Open in CA, MI, NJ, NY, OH (FL if county adds)*

0 Tue Nov 3 Election Day: rides, reminders, hotline Polls close; mail ballot deadlines vary

*Check your local jurisdictions for early vote hours and rules.



C O N G R E G A T IO N  E N G A G E M EN T

Ready-to-run Activities and Volunteer Roles
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Activity When Effort

"Faith and Civic Life" study session October Low

Nonpartisan candidate forum (invite every candidate) Early to mid October High

Rides to the polls for elders and members with 
disabilities

Early voting and Election Day Medium

Souls to the Polls group trip after worship Oct 25 or Nov 1 Medium

Prayer vigil for peaceful, fair elections Weekend before Election Day Low

Civic coordinator

Keeps the calendar and confirms state deadlines

Drivers and dispatcher

Coordinate rides with a sign-up sheet

Communications lead

Writes bulletin notes, virtual and in-person 
announcements and social posts



S TA YI N G  WI T H I N  IR S R U L E S

IRS do's and don'ts for 501(c)(3) churches
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DO

Hold voter registration drives open to everyone

Offer rides to the polls to all, not selectively

Host candidate forums that invite every qualified candidate

Preach and teach on moral issues and public policy

Support or oppose ballot measures (limited lobbying)

Share neutral voter guides covering all candidates

Pastors may endorse personally, off the pulpit, with a disclaimer

DON'T

Endorse or oppose a candidate from the pulpit, bulletin or website

Give money, space or staff to a campaign or PAC

Hand out voter guides slanted toward a candidate or party

Invite only one candidate to speak or single them out

Rate candidates or tell members how to vote for a person

Use church email lists or social accounts for a campaign

Target GOTV only at voters likely to back one side

Source: IRS Publication 1828, Tax Guide for Churches and Religious Organizations, and Rev. Rul. 2007-41. General information, not legal advice.

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p1828.pdf


S TA YI N G  WI T H I N  IR S R U L E S

Get-out-the-vote Without Risking Your 501(c)(3)
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GOTV activity Safe when you... Risky when you...

Registration drive Open to all; help anyone register Register only likely supporters of one side

Rides to the polls Announced to everyone; no candidate talk Only certain precincts or chosen voters

Calls, texts, reminders "Make your plan" messages to your whole list Naming a candidate, party or "values candidate"

Candidate forum Every qualified candidate, neutral moderator, broad issues One candidate, or questions built to favor a side

Candidate at worship Recognized without speaking, or non-campaign role Addresses the congregation during the campaign

Church resources Hall rented to any candidate at the usual rate Free space, lists, money or staff time

The IRS test: GOTV is allowed "if conducted in a non-partisan manner." It crosses the line if it shows a preference for or against a candidate , or has the effect of 
favoring one, even without naming anyone.



S TA YI N G  WI T H I N  IR S R U L E S

Where the Law Stands and a Pre-event Checklist
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Plan as if the endorsement ban applies

• July 2025: the IRS proposed a consent decree letting two Texas 
churches endorse candidates to their congregations.

• March 31, 2026: a federal judge rejected it.

• September 2026: the Justice Department asked an appeals court to 
revive it.

• New Treasury and IRS guidance has been signaled but not issued.

None of this changes GOTV: registration and turnout work has always been 
permitted when nonpartisan. Consult a nonprofit attorney before any candidate-
related activity.

Before any GOTV event, check:

It is open to everyone, not targeted by likely vote

No candidate, party or campaign logo in any materials

Volunteers answer, "Who should I vote for?" with "We don't 
endorse; here's a nonpartisan guide"

You would run it the same way for every candidate



F A I TH  A N D  D I S C ER N M EN T

Voting Your Values 

24

1
Pray or reflect

Begin in silence, prayer or meditation.

2
Name your values

Write the 3–5 faith commitments that matter most in public life.

3
Study the ballot

Read nonpartisan guides, candidate statements and full ballot measures.

4
Weigh with humility

No candidate matches every value. Consider character, competence and 
consequences.

5
Decide and act in peace

Vote, then extend grace to neighbors who decided differently.

Reflection questions

• Which of my faith's teachings speak most to the issues on this 
ballot?

• How would each outcome affect the most vulnerable in my 
community?

• Am I relying on trustworthy sources, or only what I already 
believe?

• Does this candidate show honesty, humility and respect for 
others?

• What do local races mean for my neighbors?

• How can I stay in relationship with people who vote differently?



F A I TH  A N D  D I S C ER N M EN T

Prayers and Readings
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Reading Theme

Micah 6:8 Do justice, love mercy, walk humbly

Jeremiah 29:7 Seek the welfare of the city

Matthew 22:37–39 Love God and love your neighbor

Galatians 6:10 Do good to all people

Qur'an 4:135 Stand firmly for justice

Qur'an 42:38 Conduct affairs by mutual consultation

Sikh: sarbat da bhala The well-being of all

Buddhist: Metta Sutta Loving-kindness toward all beings

A prayer before voting

God, I call upon Your wisdom to help quiet the noise around me so I can hear 
what is true. Help me weigh my choices with honesty and courage, 
remembering the hungry, the stranger and the forgotten. Let my vote serve 
the common good and keep my heart generous toward those who choose 
differently. Amen.

A prayer for our community

God, we pray for every voter, every candidate and every poll worker. Guard 
our elections from fear and falsehood. Give our leaders humility and our 
neighbors patience. Whatever the results, bind us together in care for one 
another. Amen.



R E A D Y TO  U S E

Bulletin and Social Media Messages
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Bulletin announcement

Our faith calls us to love our neighbors 
and seek the common good. Election Day 
is Tuesday, November 3. Stop by the civic 
table after worship to check your 
registration, make a voting plan, or sign 
up for a ride to the polls. All are welcome. 
We do not endorse any candidate or 
party.

Social media post

Faithful citizens vote. Check your 
registration at naacp.org/vote and make 
your plan for November 3. Don't vote 
alone: bring 5 friends. Need a ride? 
Contact the church office. 
#SoulsToThePolls #LeaveNoVoteBehind  
#ImAllin

Text reminder (final week)

Early voting is open! Have you made your 
plan? Find your site on your state's 
election website. Problems at the polls? 
Call 866-OUR-VOTE.

DON'T VOTE ALONE:  Bring 5 friends. Make your plan to vote.

http://naacp.org/vote
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For Voters: Prepare, Participate, Protect Your Vote 
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? I missed the registration deadline. Can I still vote?

Yes, in CA, IA, MI and VA, even on Election Day. In NC, only during early voting 
(Oct 15–31). Elsewhere the deadline is final.

? How do I know I'm still registered?

Use your state's lookup or got to naacp.org/vote . Recheck if you moved, 
changed your name or haven't voted lately.

? Do I need ID?

Rules vary. Bring a photo ID and a document with your address to be safe and 
check your state's site.

? Can I vote early at any site?

Usually any early site in your county. On Election Day, vote at your assigned 
place (CA vote centers excepted).

? My mail ballot didn't come, or I made a mistake.

Call your county election office for a replacement or vote in person. Bring the 
unused ballot if you have it.

? My name isn't on the list at the polls.

Ask for a provisional ballot and call 866-OUR-VOTE (866-687-8683).

? Can I bring notes or wear campaign gear?

Paper notes are allowed in most states. Leave campaign buttons and shirts at 
home.

http://naacp.org/vote
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For Clergy and Congregations
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? Can our church run a voter registration drive?

Yes, if it's open to everyone and never mentions candidates or parties.

? Can we bus members to the polls after worship?

Yes. Offer rides to the whole congregation and community; keep campaign 
talk and gear off the bus.

? Can the pastor share how they're voting?

Not from the pulpit or church channels. Personal capacity, personal time and 
accounts only.

? Can a candidate speak at our church?

Only if every qualified candidate is invited on equal terms, or they appear in a 
non-campaign role.

? Can we preach about a ballot measure?

Yes. It counts as lobbying, which must stay an insubstantial part of church 
activity.

? Can we hand out voter guides?

Only neutral guides covering all candidates across many issues. Avoid 
campaign or partisan guides.

? Can churches endorse candidates now?

Not for this election. A proposed IRS settlement was rejected March 31, 2026; 
the appeal is pending.

? What if a church breaks the rule?

The IRS can impose excise taxes and, in serious cases, revoke tax-exempt 
status. Ask a nonprofit attorney.
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Resources and Hotlines
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Naacp.org/vote NAACP voter support, toolkits, and support guides

Vote411.org
League of Women Voters' nonpartisan ballot 
information

Vote.org Sample ballots and ballot measure explanations

EAC.gov
U.S. Election Assistance Commission; become a poll 
worker

IRS Publication 1828 Tax guide for churches and religious organizations

Faith Forward Voting Map Interactive map: dates, countdowns, official links

Faith Forward Voter Toolkit (doc) Full editable toolkit with sources

Hotlines

Election Protection

866-OUR-VOTE

866-687-8683
Spanish

888-VE-Y-VOTA
Asian languages

888-API-VOTE
Arabic

844-YALLA-US
ASL video

301-818-VOTE

vote.gov Official federal portal to register and find state rules

http://naacp.org/vote
https://www.vote411.org
https://www.eac.gov
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p1828.pdf
https://claude.ai/artifact/6oY1jVskChdUYWsdCMQUvd
https://claude.ai/artifact/KUyWL4FYzAVdTqpcoGWvx2
https://vote.gov


NAACP RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Rev. Dr. Gina Stewart, Chair
Rev. Dr. Amos Brown, Vice Chair

Rev. Dr. Wendell Anthony, Vice Chair
Rev. Dr. Theresa Dear, Vice Chair

Bishop Dennis Proctor
Bishop Marvin Thomas
Rev. Dr. Roslyn M. Brock

Kenya Cox
Elder Edward DuBose

Lori George
Rev. David Goatley
Rev. Keith Norman
Rabbi Jonah Pesner
Rev. David Walker

A  N O N - P A R T I S A N  V O T E R  G U I D E  |  N A A C P  R E L I G I O U S  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

We want to acknowledge 
President Derrick Johnson, 
Chairman Leon Russell and 
Vice Chair Karen Boykin 
Towns for your unwavering 
commitment to uplifting our 
communities.



RE L IG IO US AF FAI RS  COMM I TT E E

ARE  Y OU  REA DY T O

VOTE?
Don't vote alone. Make your plan to vote and 

bring 5 friends by November 3, 2026.

Problems voting? Call 866-OUR-VOTE

For more information on how to join the movement 
click here visit naacp.org/vote

http://naacp.org/vote
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