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Overvi ew

On September 17th, 2020, the public art
piece, Mdironome, installed ten stories
high in Manhattan6 s Uni o nwa$ q
reprogrammed to countdown Earth's life.

The Climate Clock: now displays the

remaining time until climate conditions
become irreversible i if we do not make
the critical shifts necessary to save our
environment, health and wellbeing. With
each tick, we are reminded that if
greenhouse gas emissions continue to
rise, global temperatures will lead to
devastating climate effects.

The Climate Clock in Manhattan began its
countdown from seven years, 103 days,
15 hours, 40 minutes, and seven
seconds. At t he time of this primeros

release, April 1st 2021, the virtual climate

clock (Climate Clock?) reads approximately six years, 309 days, 19 hours, 58 minutes, and
four seconds. Betweent he CIl i mat e Cl o c kléssthdniayearthaspassedk ¢
and we have experienced:

1 Record-breaking storms?® making landfall and reaching "hurricane" status in the U.S;

1  GOP representatives continuing to push skewed climate agendas that protect fossil fuels
companies* that contribute to greenhouse gas emissions; and

1 A massive snowstorm?® in Texas that left millions without water and power during below-
freezing temperatures.

Although it is April Fools' Day, indeed, this is no joke.

Yet, the conservative-based, American Legislative Exchange Council's (ALEC) position on
Environmental Stewardship® openly states on their website, "The reality of the situation,

! Machemer, T. (2020, September 22). Clock in New York counts down the time remaining to avert climate disaster. Retrieved from
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/clock-new-york-counts-down-time-remaining-avert-climate-disaster-180975881/
2 The climate clock. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://climateclock.world/.
8 Chinchar, A., & Miller, B. (2020, August 30). Climate change didn't cause Hurricane Laura but it did make the storm worse. Retrieved from
https://www.cnn.com/2020/08/30/weather/weather-hurricane-laura-climate-impacts-scope/index.htmil
4 Siegel, J. (2020, February 12). House Republicans unveil 'realistic’' climate plan focused on capturing carbon from fossil fuels. Retrieved
from https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/policy/energy/house-republicans-unveil-realistic-climate-plan-focused-on-capturing-carbon-from-
fossil-fuels
5 Texas' frozen power grid is a preview of climate Change disasters to come. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.cbsnews.com/news/texas-
power-outage-storm-climate-change/
5 Environmental stewardship. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.alec.org/issue/environmental-stewardship/
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however, is that it is an amazing time to be living in the U.S. and environmental quality has
hardly ever been better than it is today."

Yep. Youdd expecst !bdttheysnanage ioApke suth ridcolouk claims with a
straight face!

The N A A C Arawgural edition of the Fossil Fueled Foolery primer, 2019, shed light on the
deceptive tactics used by fossil fuel conglomerates and their supporters at the expense of
communities most affected by their pollution. They will deny any responsibility, b ut we 0
fooled, they are responsible for the dire climate conditions.

Communities already fraught with decades of disenfranchisement, disinvestment, and
displacement are now also subject to the worst effects of climate change. Not to mention the
observed health-related risks due to increased toxins in the environment within Black,
Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) and low-income communities. In 2021, the effects
of a respiratory-based pandemic have intensified these inequities, ravaged the economy, and
accelerated the need for environmental and healthcare solutions.



You would think this would be enough of a call to action. Instead some of the world's largest
banks’ still funnel trillions of dollars into fossil fuels ($2.7 trillion since the Paris Agreement).
This is going on even after the adoption of the Paris Agreement (Dec. 2015), and the UN's
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) requirement for urgent and aggressive
action on eliminating greenhouse gas emissions.

/
®I/8

Reports published by the NAACP such as -- Coal Blooded: Putting Profits Before People,
Fumes Across the Fenceline, and Lights Out in the Cold: Reforming Utility Shut Off Policies
as if Human Rights Matter i highlight fossil fuel companieséexploitative tactics that conceal
their environmental destruction and diminish their social and economic harm.

Climate effects are not always what meets the eye. There are invisible effects on community
cohesion and emotional support systems that pose deep, visceral threats to a community's
internal resilience.® So, no - environmental quality is not "hardly ever been better than it is
today."” The more they deny, the more communities suffer.

Yet,t h e rh@pé. dlext to the virtual Climate Clock, there is a "lifeline” - a percentage of the
world's energy from renewable resources. At the time of thisp r i me r 6 swerare at 28%0s
of energy from renewable resources. For the sake of our future and our children's future, we
must strive to reach 100% before the Climate Clock times out.

7 BankTrack, Indigenous Environmental Network, Oil Change International, Rainforest Action Network, Reclaim Finance, and Sierra Club.
(18 March 2020). Banking on climate change, 2020. Retrieved from http://ran.org/bankingonclimatechange2020
8 Lipsitz, G. (2007). The racialization of space and the spatialization of race theorizing the hidden architecture of landscape. Landscape

Journal, 26(1), 10-23.
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We must empower communities most
affected by climate change to network
resources and develop community-driven
strategies. We know that the scales are

At i pp etdleat weaalthy corporations at
their own game, we must be knowledgeable
about the strategies and tactics they use.
When we take up this fight, we fight for us:
our histories, our identities, our health. We

We must empower communities
most affected by climate change to
network resources and develop
community-driven strategies.

must, as Shirley Chisolm notes, be "Unbought, Unbossed, and Unbamboozled."

Each tick of the Climate Clock is a rallying beat to save our communities most at risk in the
face of irreversible climate change. In accordance with the NAACP's longstanding
commitment to justice and civil rights, the purpose of this primer is to:

1 to identify and describe the common tactics used by the fossil fuel industry and
associated supporters that not only promote their agendas, but embed climate

injustices;
f provide real facts on the issues; and

1 provide stories and strategies of action and advocacy within our communities that
ground resistance to injustices caused by the fossil fuel industry.



Top 10 FobedlbUs¥FEuegl

.Invest in Efforts that Undermine Democracy

.Finance Political Campaigns & Pressure Politicians

.Fund Scientists and Scientific Research Institutions to
Publish Biased Research

.Say Government Regulations Hurt the Economy and
Low-Income Communities

.Deny or Understate the Harms Polluting Facilities
Cause to People and the Environment

. Deflect Responsibility T Shift Blame to Communities
They Pollute

.Co-opt Community Leaders and Organizations and
Misrepresent the Interests and Opinions of
Communities

.Exaggerate the Level of Job Creation and Downplay
the Lack of Quality and Safety in Jobs

.Praise False Solutions While Claiming that Real
Solutions are Impractical, Impossible, or Harmful for
BIPOC and Poor Communities

10hBnbr aceo Renewables to Con
Economy




Invest in Efforts that Undermine Democracy

~

Al dond6ét want everyb
are not won by a majority of people. They
never have been from the beginning of our
country, and they are not now. As a matter
of fact, our leverage in the elections quite
candidly goes up as the voting populace
goes down. 0

ALEC founder, Paul Weyrich (1980)

SPECIALS

Political disenfranchisement is a frequently gl - voter 10 Laws
used tactic that restricts groups most affected  |%ire i Sase-Nisy
by the issues on the ballot from voting. Fossil
fuel companies including Peabody Coal, Duke = =>—4i o~
Energy, and of course Koch Industries, have o " L TNoRTES
historically paid substantial membership dues y ~7)

to groups like the American Legislative
Exchange Council (ALEC), who specialize in
drafting "pre-packaged," state legislation to
manipulate and/or suppress voting rights.s

Notorious for its broad, anti-civil rights policy
agendal®, ALEC is most strategic in restricting

WE STILL BELIEVE TRUMP WON

voting in BIPOC communities. ALEC's ‘ IN NOVEMBER, AND WE STILL
corporate members' have "deep pockets" to IR [ CCUICVE IN BIG, BEAUTIFUL WALLS/
finance legislation from voter ID laws to N 1 £ /

redistricting and gerrymandering. During the SERCNBERSQNG

2020 election amid the pandemic, mail-in B - .

ballots and early voting provided ways to ~ '
exercise ramhtoiotei ALECN 0 s VOTER
members worked quickly to increase barriers Y TCQINN
and restrictions*: i g - usltl‘l!.l,!lll{{]".‘sﬁliﬂ'l\
EFFORTS

7y

In addition to suppressing voter rights, ALEC
falsely boasts policies against clean air,

LY R Y L

oot

9 ALEC Corporations. (2019). Sourcewatch. Retrieved from https://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php/ALEC _Corporations

10 Taylor, C. (2018, August). ALEC gathering gives platform to hatemonger Horowitz. The Cap Times. Retrieved from
https://madison.com/ct/opinion/column/rep-chris-taylor-alec-gathering-gives-platform-to-hatemonger-horowitz/article 3002a085-1320-5b70-
a278-9b935fae106c¢.html

11 Koch, A. (2020, June 4). ALEC legislator introduces bill to suppress the vote in Ohio. Retrieved from
https://www.prwatch.org/comment/47047
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energy efficiency, clean energy, and
energy sovereignty. ALEC's recent model
bills identify fossil fuel facilities as "critical
infrastructure."= This status restricts public
protests often with severe penalties 1
further harnessing policy to silence voices.

ORI OTRNeRsS 0 G
Vg

1 =3 v/ /
A /) ( //
M“RR‘AGE?LI‘CEN / /

, & 7 //

., Y. Aside from ALEC, skewed policies as slick
/ as oil that undermine democracy also lurch
in through lobbyists with significant political
power. Since lobbying is in essence the
influence on governmental policies, a
Mcmx- Lpgy network with governmental officials is key.
0 V@TE It comes as no surprise that in 2020, it was
— reported that 28 out of 4012 American
Petroleum lobbyists have previously held
government positions.

raquired.
g o1 Plagse igave quetly.d

ﬁb‘éﬁ SEVACE
e Your
Trale Photo ID$
SEARC
L
WEGTsRRY 5 MILES °

In January 2021, Duke faced scrutiny for
donating more than $500,000 through its
corporate Political Action Committee (PAC)
to Members of Congress who voted to
object to the certification of the 2020 U.S.
election results in the past three election
cycles,'# including at least $181,000 in the
2020 cycle.'®> Duke responded to the
criticism by announcing a 30-day pause of
PAC contributions to federal
candidates.® However, when Duke issued a
new policy on political and lobbying
expenditures in March, it contained no
pledge to end support for anti-democracy
S politicians or align its policy influence
;; . activities with its net-zero commitment.t’

TALK ABOUT
POLLUTION !

12 Kaufman, A.C. (2021, February 20). 4 more states propose harsh new penalties for protesting fossil fuels. Retrieved from
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/fossil-fuel-protest n_602c1ff6c5b6c95056f3f6af

13 Center for Responsive Politics. American petroleum institute profile: Summary. (n.d.). Retrieved from
https://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/american-petroleum-institute/summary?id=D000031493

14 https://www.energyandpolicy.org/utility-donations-members-congress-overturn-election/

15 List of top Duke PAC donation recipients available as of February 19, 2021 at https://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/duke-
energy/recipients?id=D000000477 was compared with the list of lawmakers who objected to the election results after the Capitol Hill attack,
available at https://www.vox.com/2021/1/6/22218058/republicans-objections-election-result. Note that total amount reported is subject to
change if candidates file additional reports or revisions to prior reports of donations received or donations returned during the 2020 election
cycle.

16 https://www.bpr.org/post/duke-energy-pauses-contributions-federal-politicians-following-insurrection#stream/0

17 https://www.energyandpolicy.org/utility-climate-policy/https://www.duke-energy.com/our-company/investors/corporate-
governance/political-expenditures-policy
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Finance Political \UPREV\é Cout DECIDE] CAWPAIGN CASH EQUAS SPeeCH

Campglgns and Pressu Qs %/D
Politicians Gt e S
Iy o > s St
AL N
KN

In 2010, the Supreme Court's
landmark decision in Citizens
United v. Federal Election
Commission determined that
limiting political spending by
corporations restricted their
constitutional right to freedom of
expression. Slyly,thec our t 0
decision also shifted political
power away from citizens to
wealthy corporations and special interest
groups.

The State of Ohio, in July 2019, passed
a law that reversed the state® renewable
energy initiatives. This new law, HB6,
offered subsidies to increase production
at nuclear and coal power plants. The
law hurt residents of Ohio, slipping in an
additional chargez on utility bills that
ultimately sent $150k a year to nuclear
power plants. Coincidentally, Ohio
Republican House Speaker Larry
Householder advocated for HB6 and
coal and nuclear power.

“What the hell, Senator—Ilet’s cut to the chase.”

716
IF YOU HAVE TO ASK
HOW MUCH, YOU CAN'T
AFFORD TO INFLUENCE
A CANDIDATE.

One year later, in July 2020, House Speaker Householder was
arrested= in connection with a $60 million bribery scheme in which
First Energy Corp., a top utility company in Ohio (allegedly), paid
Householder along with top aids and lobbyists over a 3-year period
to firam t hr ou cahdaestbB &y opposing bdllca w
initiatives.

Leading up to the 2020 election, the American Petroleum Institute
(API) spent over $5 million in lobbying practices®.

18 Chow, A. (n.d.). Ohio’'s new energy law: What you should know. Retrieved from https://www.statenews.org/post/ohio-s-new-energy-law-
what-you-should-know
1 wamsley, L. (2020, July 21). Ohio house speaker arrested in connection with $60 million bribery scheme. Retrieved from
https://www.npr.org/2020/07/21/893493224/ohio-house-speaker-arrested-in-connection-to-60-million-bribery-scheme
20 pomerantz, D. (2020, July 20). Ohio house speaker Larry Householder arrested. Will FirstEnergy corp. be charged next? What you need
to know. Retrieved from https://www.energyandpolicy.org/householder-firstenergy
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They funneled money to campaign
contributions, mostly financing the Senate
Leadership Fund 1 a super PAC that supports
the Republican majority.

With financial support from the fossil fuel
industry, politicians actively support destructive
energy practices, falsely claim that emissions,
not fossil fuels, are the enemyz and draft diluted
environmental agendas that focus on planting
treesz instead of shutting down industrially
polluted, cancerous alleysz.

“I appreciate your offer, but I’m afraid I’m
already baught and paid for.”

Fund Scientists an8cientific e O
Research Institutions to Publish y

Biased Research Studies

. ‘ Y/'(y r\
Author of the Paradox of Choice, Swarthmore M\YIN
psychologist, Barry Schwartz, remarked, "when you rely
on incentives, yo#aAtWSshghemi ﬂ\f

education institutions, incentivizing faculty with tenured-
track positions and research through external funding
channels has done just that in academic researchz,
Reliance on external funding pressures faculty, along
with their researchers, to produce research and
scholarshipthatsupport s t heir fSuande
conflicts of interest are exemplified at Colorado State
University (CSU), who named their College of Natural
Resources after fracking tycoon Ed Warner after a $30
million endowment to the college in 2005. CSU also
accepted $5 million from Exxon Mobil to study the

ello ¢
’5«5 are Z’e"’r'ﬁf’ i

@Anya Schoolmal

21 Sjegel, J. (2020, January 30). How house republicans won over conservatives to gain consensus on a climate agenda. Retrieved March
15, 2021, from https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/policy/energy/how-house-republicans-won-over-conservatives-to-gain-consensus-on-
a-climate-agenda

2 Friedman, L., & Green, M. (2020, February 19). The republican climate agenda. The New York Times Online. Retrieved from
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/19/climate/nyt-newsletter-republican-climate-agenda.html?auth=login-google

2 Pasley, J. (2020, April 09). Inside Louisiana's horrifying ‘cancer alley,’ an 85-mile stretch of pollution and environmental racism that's now
dealing with some of the highest Coronavirus death rates in the country. Business Insider Online. Retrieved from
https://www.businessinsider.com/louisiana-cancer-alley-photos-oil-refineries-chemicals-pollution-2019-11#unlike-the-black-soot-that-used-
to-linger-in-mining-towns-here-the-pollution-reqisters-quietly-its-in-the-oily-taste-of-the-water-on-the-blackened-leaves-of-fruit-trees-and-in-
the-acrid-odor-in-the-air-according-to-the-washington-post-2

2% Zetter, K. (2009, Feb. 6). TED: Barry Schwartz and the Importance of Practical Wisdom. WIRED. Retrieved from
www.wired.com/2009/02/ted-barry-schwa

% Edwards, M., & Roy, S. (2017). Academic research in the 21st century: maintaining scientific integrity in a climate of perverse incentives
and hypercompetition. Environmental Engineering Science, 34(1), 51i 61.

% Rouse, W. B., Lombardi, J. V., & Craig, D. D. (2018). Modeling research universities: Predicting probable futures of public vs. private and
large vs. small research universities. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America, 115(50), 125821
12589.
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impact of natural gas drilling on wildlife. Surprisingly, this report denies and understates the
negative impacts of the fossil fuel industry, discredits the practicality and value of clean and
renewable energy systems, and refutes the very existence of climate change and the role of

human activity in its proliferation.

4 : : : :
E: M C‘ Envirolies = Manipulation X Ca$h

The Center for American Progress, in a 2010 report, identified over 50 research agreements
between universities and major energy companies, where the companies donated anywhere

between $1 million to $500 million towards energy-related research.

couLD YOV Klg_lD&V
REPHRASE THR
EQUIVOCAL 5 INNCCURRTE,
Di
\IR\IOEUEIP\N ALL UNDERSTAND?

RESEARCH CONCLUDES:

MEARE
DESTROYING

Al

27 Zaffos, J. (2013). Oil and gas companies pour money into research universities. High Country News. Retrieved from

http://www.hcn.org/issues/45.1/oil-and-gas-companies-pour-money-into-research-universities
13
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Outside of universities and higher education institutions, scientific institutions are also

contributing to biased research. In 1997, the National Centre for Cancer Institute (NCI)

published a ground-breaking study on the chemical benzene, found in crude oil and gasoline,

and its connection to the development of chronic diseases in workers exposed to the

chemical. In an attempt to save face, a series of petrochemical companies gave nearly $40

million to fund scientificresearchidesi gned t o protect meQunber ¢ omp
comesthei Shanghai R e s endichspoutdd reseprehsuppoding the

petr oc hemi cal poadicep.ani es 0

The main take away here: we must carefully examine research and especially its funders.

SayGovernmentiRegulationdHurt the Economynd LowIncome
Communities

, -1 Mayor Harry Brower of North Slope
2ot EWQESRTYR}?#SS Sl L\LNED,SL Borough, Alaska, wrote an opinion piece?
MAKE AMERICAN ENERGY in the Wall Street Journal that criticized
policies that pressured banks to limit or
restrict funding for gas and oil projects in
North Slope and the surrounding Artic
areas. Brower claimed these to be
racialized policiesthati har m Al as k a
Natives who live in the area and rely on the
oil and gas indust¥y for

Republican Senators Lisa Murkowski and
Dan Sullivan of Alaska also supported
Brower 6s posevenpovided Sul | i
testimony3! emphasizing the beauty of
Alaskabs | andscape that has
years with drilling and development. Yet,
North Slope is warming at rapid speeds with
one of its local towns, Utgiagvik,
experiencing five, record-breaking warm

"5 reading, Healthand Sakity Reoydlatons winters since 2014.%2
that mdkes me sick

28 Union of Concerned Scientists. (2017, October 12). Fossil fuel companies distorted the science about the dangers of benzene. Retrieved
from https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/fossil-fuel-companies-distorted-science-about-dangers-benzene

2 Brower, H., Jr. (2020, January 24). Goldman Sachs to native Alaskans: Drop dead. Wall Street Journal. Retrieved from
https://www.wsj.com/articles/goldman-sachs-to-native-alaskans-drop-dead-11579908814

30 Brooks, J. (2020, June 18). Alaska congressional delegation suggests banks' turn against Arctic oil discriminates against natives.
Retrieved from https://www.adn.com/politics/2020/06/17/alaska-congressional-delegation-suggests-banks-turn-against-arctic-oil-might-be-
driven-by-racism/

31 SitNews. (2020, February 7). Sullivan rebukes senate democrats’ efforts to block Anwr development. Retrieved from
http://www.sitnews.us/0220News/020720/020720 anwr.html

32 Herz, N. (2020, October 19). Big oil's answer to melting Arctic: Cooling the ground so it can keep drilling. The Guardian. Retrieved from
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/oct/19/oil-alaska-arctic-global-heating-local-cooling
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Typically, fossil fuel companies portray themselves as job creators and community builders.

In this vein, they will frame any regulation against their production to be a harmful to the

economy and communities by way of limiting the job opportunities they create and ultimately
contributingt o Amer i cads pPAsénark Wacpghiarold, seaionvice president for

American Petroleum, offers a seemingly heartfelt accountont he Bi den admi ni str .
environment al regul ations, Athey are taking act
Americans their jobs.[ éWe 6 r e concerned, and everyone in th
concerfned. o

Where is Macchiarolad keartfelt condolences for the communities chronically exposed to
toxins in their air, land, and water supplies contaminated by oil refineries?

Youdbre telling me
environment? Look at this
environmental wasteland.

~ Sen. Dan Sullivan (R-AK) “We just need to cut through all the pesky government red tape.”

Deny orUnderstatethe Harms Polluting Facilities Cause to People
and the Environment

~

Al n the United States, based on t
Il n your bank account, youore |
~Dr. Robert Bullards

r—l-j
FIN 7N

33 Bakst, D. (2017, April 5). Big government policies that hurt the poor and how to address them. Retrieved from
https://www.heritage.org/poverty-and-inequality/report/big-government-policies-hurt-the-poor-and-how-address-them
34 Dlouhy, J. (2021, January 23). Oil industry reels as biden targets fossil fuels in first days. Bloomberg. Retrieved from
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-01-23/oil-industry-reels-as-biden-targets-fossil-fuels-in-first-days
35 Invisible Houston: Full Interview with Dr. Robert Bullard, Father of Environmental Justice Movement. (n.d.). Retrieved from
https://www.democracynow.org/2017/9/7/invisible _houston full interview with dr
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A foul odor blankets the air of Eight Mile,
a predominately Black community with
many retirees and low-income residents®®,
in Mobile County, Alabama. The smell
something close to the stench of rotten
eggs* 1 has saturated the air since 2008,
when lightning struck an underground
pipe at Mobile Gas Service Corp. and
caused a chemical spill.

The company failed to report the spill of
an estimated 6,000 pounds of mercaptan,
a chemical containing_sulfur and carbon
that is added to natural gas to detect
leaks.3” Mobile Gas still has not confirmed
the size of the spill, yet the company statedt he fAamount | ost h38Asofal ways
2016, high levels of mercaptan still filled the air in Eight Mile. As a result, sever respiratory

problems pervaded the community and, in 2020, cases of COVID-19 soared for the area.®

" PERSONALLY | WONT BE CONVINCED
ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE UNTLL I SEE
THE EVIDENCE!

36 Banerjee, N. (2017, March 17). A tale of two leaks: fixed in California, ignored in Alabama. Retrieved from
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/17032016/mercaptans-eight-mile/

7 Dermansky, J. (2016, August 5). Eight years after a mercaptan spill, residents of Eight Mile, Alabama, call for evacuation. Retrieved from
https://www.desmogblog.com/2016/08/07/eight-years-after-mercaptan-spill-residents-eight-mile-alabama-call-evacuation

38 Smith, M. (2017, April 17). Eight mile Is Alabama's chemical Katrina. Retrieved from https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/2017-3-may-
june/grapple/eight-mile-alabamas-chemical-katrina

39 Blower, R. (2020, October 21). With COVID-19 taking a new toll, a poor black community in Alabama awaits justice for a 2008 industrial
disaster " NCRC. Retrieved from https://ncrc.org/with-covid-19-taking-a-new-toll-a-poor-black-community-in-alabama-awaits-justice-for-a-
2008-industrial-disaster/
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According to a report by the Center for

Effective Government,~ larger and MEGA
"more chemical-intensive facilities tend MANUFACTURING Crw—
to be located in counties with larger INC.

black populations and in counties with
high levels of income inequality.” In
Texas, just outside of Houston, the
Harrisburg and Manchester
neighborhoods are encircled« by nearly

GLOBAL
WARMING

30 refineries and chemical plants, CAUSES
including sewage treatment facilities FLOODING
and hazardous waste sites. In the area ~

of Harrisburg, reports of cancer are "——%
approximately 22% higher= than the

more affluent Houston area. ~
Demographically, Harrisburg is CHRLS

comprised of 98% Hispanic residents, MADDEN)
with many below the poverty line.

“Quick — diversify into boats!”

During Hurricane Harvey in 2017,
intense rainfall caused a tank failure at a
local refinery that led to approximately

” a
WHAT DO YOUu THINK OUR

MOST POWERFUL RENEWABLE
RESOURCE IS 2

' HARDIN

- |"I6 There 2te No othec” 1deas, then #5 qred (e
blame the tmedix, "

40 Center for Effective Government. (2016, January 15). Living in the shadow of danger. Retrieved from
https://issuu.com/foreffectivegov/docs/shadow-of-danger-highrespdf
41 Crawford, J. (2018, March 15). Environmental racism in Houston's Harrisburg/Manchester neighborhood. Retrieved from
http://bay.stanford.edu/blog/2018/3/15/environmental-racism-in-houstons-harrisburgmanchester-neighborhood
42 Mankad, R. (2017, October 11). As Houston plots a sustainable path forward, it's leaving this neighborhood behind. Retrieved from
https://grist.org/article/the-newer-greener-houston-isnt-for-everybody/
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2,000 pounds= of chemicals leaked into the local area. Despite these outcomes, Texas
representative Brian Babin= continues to praise the local industry and honor projects like the
Keystone Pipeline with fallacious claims thatit it wi | | make America stronge

Fossil fuel companies and their advocates will point to inadequate infrastructure or the
lifestyle choices of communities to deflect any responsibility in perpetuating longstanding
disinvestment that make such communities most vulnerable to environmental injustices.
Injustices such as, in addition to the health hazards described above, displacement caused
by natural disasters. Fossil fuel companies will also turn a blind eye on the repercussions
displacement has on the systems of aid and support within these communities.

The professor of Black Studies and Sociology at the University of California, George Lipsitz

(2007)¢ perceived that Hurricane Katrinab s e dnfvugnerable communities exemplified how
working-class, Black residents in communities were ofteni r e s epuorocred0 deadesdf o d e
defunding and disinvestment. Yet, in spite of adversities, theywe r e A nreitomod ki n s u p |
systems grounded in solidarities of place. Displacement causes non-tangible losses to

community support systems concurrently with physical loss and damage.

TOO, T SAY TO GLOBAL. WARMING !
o' Poo!
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"You should have been here last week. This is clean coal.”

43 Dart, T. (2018, January 29). After Harvey, Houston suburb suffers a persistent problem: Waves of foul air. Guardian Online. Retrieved
from https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/jan/29/houston-manchester-hurricane-harvey-texas-foul-air

4 Babin, B. (n.d.). U.S. Congressman Brian Babin: Energy. Retrieved March 15, 2021, from
https://babin.house.qgov/issues/issue/?IssuelD=14891
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Deflect Responsibility Shift Blame to Communitiehey Pollute

In the New Orleans metropolitan area, nestled
along the east bank of the Mississippi River, on
the fringes of the French Quarter limelight, three
sleepy towns are deemed the sickest of the
nation. Laplace, Reserve, and Gramercy are all

s i t u a tCander Alleyd®ii the stretch of land
85-miles long lined with oil refineries and
petrochemical plants. Here, the air is reportedly
Aithe most poll ut e &BOCGand
low-income residents suffer the loss of their loved

—_—
b —————}

ones who have died from cancer.

CAREFUL MATE...
THAT FOREIGNER
WANTS YoUR COOKJE! “Let’s go back to the scenario in which none of this is my fault.”

BP RELEASES ITS ASSESSMENT OF GULF QIL SPILL...

First, Do No Harm, Cassidyé .
And to think, he took an oath to do no harm.

In February 2021, when President Biden

referredtoAn Cancer Al l eyo and its | egacy of

pollution, the Louisiana Senator Bill Cassidy took the reference as and affront.#6 He used the

expected rhetoric of fossil fuel companies and their supporters, feigning concern for the

Louisiana residentswhowor k fAtirel essl y t o Cassdy &so atthbaitedst at e ¢
the rise in cancer rates to lifestyle choices, deflecting responsibility of the chemical factories

and plants pollution. Cassidy received over $500k in campaign contributions*’ from the oil

and gas industry in 2020.

4 Blackwell, V., Drash, W., & Lett, C. (2017, October 20). Toxic tensions in the heart of '‘Cancer alley’. CNN Online. Retrieved from
https://www.cnn.com/2017/10/20/health/louisiana-toxic-town/index.html
46 Baurick, T. (2021, February 03). It's a slam upon our state: Sen. Bill Cassidy rebukes Joe Biden over Cancer alley remarks. Retrieved
from https://www.nola.com/news/environment/article 98b5dd56-665c-11eb-993d-ab9537e3b12f.html
47 Center for Responsive Politics. Bill Cassidy: Campaign finance summary. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.opensecrets.org/members-of-
congress/bill-cassidy/summary?cid=N00030245&cycle=2020&type=I
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« THEWORLDTOSING J THE FEDS FOR ONCE

, . IN PERFECT SYNERGY. 3 BACK OFF, CEAGE ND DESIST!
% ¥ TDLKETO STOP  » JUST BE HAPPY WITH
THIS WITCHBINTOF  * ‘ OUR CLEANUP AND

Us AND DUKE ENERGY! g ‘ Y h . THE SLAP UPON
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ARYears ago, Gene
other residents won a lawsuit
against two companies that opera
in the area for pollution. He said
he hasiied to work with oil and
gas companies to determine a wa
to capture the methane and liquet
it. The companies, he said, would
rathero p| ay thanrfirdsad
solution. o

Gene Collins is President of the Odessa
NAACP and chairs the Texas State
Conference MACPOs Justice
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48 Griffey, E. (2021, February 02). Oil & Gas Companies Are Polluting Without Permits. Spectrum News. Retrieved from
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/tx/san-antonio/news/2021/02/01/0il---gas-companies-are-polluting-without-permits-
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Exaggerate the Level of Job Creation and Downplay the Lack of
Quality and Safety in Jobs

A television commercial opens with a woman*® proudly telling the American people that safe,
secure natural gas is the connection between plentiful American jobs and a re-energized
economy. This advertisement was part of a marketing campaign®® promising a

Amanuf act ur i n gdboppontumities, aral cleae air. The producer? No other than
American Petroleum Institute (API).

Framing their polluting plants as job-
creators, stimulators of the economy and
community developers has allowed them to
slide by regulations and acquire publicly How COAL CREATES JOBRS
funded subsidies. But we see that their
promises do not align with reality.

—
TheOhi o Ri v e2021Vepdrti eny 0 ¢ \
natural gas production documents a boom /_\
in production over the decade, while job Pﬂﬁ—% \

growth and salaries remained stagnant. In
the 22 Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West
Virginia counties, which produce over 90%
of natural gas for the region, jobs rose only
1.6%. Across the nation, fossil fuel industry
growth was less than 1%°2 due to the
competition of clean energy technologies.

AWe only give
our friends and your folks
went down and talked bad
about coal to

SLAKK LUNG CLinic

4% Energy Tomorrow. (2013). Connecting the dots. [Television Commercial]. Retrieved from https://www.ispot.tv/ad/7TAE/energy-tomorrow-
connecting-the-dots
50 Energy Tomorrow. (2013). Energy tomorrow tv commercials. [Television Commercial]. Retrieved from
https://www.ispot.tv/brands/Ig9/energy-tomorrow
51 O'Leary, S. (2021, February 19). ORVIreporti Appal achi ads natur al pigabs andoprosperity éusned intd alnvostd r e a ms
nothing. Retrieved from https://ohiorivervalleyinstitute.org/fracking-counties-economic-impact-report/
52 Scott, M. (2020, June 05). Pandemic accelerates decline and fall of fossil fuel producers. Forbes Online. Retrieved from
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mikescott/2020/06/05/pandemic-accelerates-decline-and-fall-of-fossil-fuel-producers/?sh=25b7de3cf639
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In contrast, clean energy production,
just prior to the COVID-19 pandemic,
had beenoneofthenat i onoés

ot o .
WE CAN TAKE CREDIT FoR fastest>® growing industries.
MORE J0BS CREATED IF

At the end of 2020, more than 3.3
million Americans that worked in
clean energy jobs were offered
higher hourly wages than the
national average. The clean energy
workforce was nearly three times the
number of the fossil fuel workforce.
Observed market growth and
environmental initiatives by the Biden
administration, positions the clean
energy industry to rebuild the post-
pandemic American economy.

Meanwhile, the oil and gas industry
admitted that it is one of the most
dangerous work sectors. From 2013-
14, fatal injuries within the industry
increased by 27 percent with 142
fatal injuries, nearly 16 deaths per 100,000 workers.®>®> According to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, since 1968, 76,000 coal miners have died of black lung disease.>¢:57 Still, fossil fuel
conglomerates continue to invest in growth measures and infrastructure.

Coopt Community Leaders and Organizatiamsl Misrepresent

the Interests and Opinions of Communities
Co-opting can be used as a tactic to neutralize or weaken public opposition. It creates
deceptive alliances with local churches, non-profit organizations, and other groups by offering

financial support= in the form of charitable contributions, gifts, and endowments. Fossil fuel
companies have targeted some NAACP branches with this tactic.

CO'OPT TAKE OVER, APPROPR'ATE (Merriam Webster Online)

53 Snieckus, D. (2021, January 13). Anaemic: Over 400,000 us clean energy jobs lost since outbreak of covid-19. Retrieved from
https://www.rechargenews.com/transition/anaemic-over-400-000-us-clean-energy-jobs-lost-since-outbreak-of-covid-19/2-1-943841

54 Environmental Entrepreneurs (E2). (2020 October). Clean jobs, better jobs: An examination of clean energy jobs and wages. Retrieved

from https://e2.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Clean-Jobs-Better-Jobs.-October-2020.-E2-ACORE-CELI.pdf

55 Bureau of Labor Statistics (2017). National census of fatal occupational illnesses. Retrieved from

https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/cfoi.pdf

6 Department of Labor. (2014). MHSA i ssues final rul e on | owering c Barileveddfiomer sé6 exposur
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/msha/msha20140669

57 Berkes, H., Jingnan, H., and Benincasa, R. (2018, December 18). . An epidemic is killing thousands of coal miners. regulators could have

stopped it. WAMU. Retrieved from https://wamu.org/story/18/12/18/an-epidemic-is-killing-thousands-of-coal-miners-requlators-could-have-
stopped-it/
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nl felt that 1If
money, we had to

President Adora Nweze, NAACP
Florida State Conference, on accepting
funding from Florida Power & Light>®

For many years, the St. Louis, Missouri
NAACP Branch accepted financial
support from Peabody Coal without
any strings attached, or so they
thought. When the branch did not
receive a response from Peabody Coal
to their Freedom Fund Banquet fundraiser, the NAACP branch president did a routine follow
up. Peabody Coal retorted, Weadonly give money to our friends and your folks went down and
tal ked bad aboutTheced wdsi thehidteh agendaP A. 0

A spinoff of this corrupted co-opting tactic is the misrepresentation of information to the
public. An energy company lobbying to build a gas compressor station in a

historically black community in Union Hill in Virginia, Dominion, committed $5 million to
expand emergency services and build a new community center. The NAACP Virginia State
Conference wrote a letter to call out the company for doing the very least under the
circumstances. The letter was misrepresented as an affirmation of the gas compressor
station. The VA NAACP filed a claim with the VA Air Pollution Control Board, to reassert their
opposition. 59

“Pd like to be straightforward about all this, but,
of course, that’s out of the question.”

8 Penn, I. (2020, January 05). N.A.A.C.P. tells local chapters: Don't let energy industry manipulate you. New York Times Online. Retrieved
from https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/05/business/energy-environment/naacp-utility-donations.html
®Virginia NAACP files powerful comments on Domi niuay%.BlupMvirgimposed Uni on |
Retrieved from https://bluevirginia.us/2019/01/virginia-naacp-files-powerful-comments-on-dominions-proposed-union-hill-compressor-station
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Another ugly head of co-opting is the
establishment of shell organizations
with faces and voices of target
communities to pedal messaging.
The tactic, also known as
fiastr ot areafes afajse 0
impression that there is community
support, or grassroots action for
change. Often, such policy-based
campaigns are financed with the
intent to misinform and manipulate
voters.

SoCalGas has started a non-profit,
California for Balanced Energy
Solutions®! to challenge policy
“Remember when Isaid[wasgoi(zg to 56. honest initiatives such as the City of San
with you, Jeff? That was a big, fat lie.” Lui s Obi spoods i Cl
f or New PuThd ladtér airgss
to discourage natural gas installations in new buildings and incentivize all-electric, energy-
efficient installations. So Ca | Gam-profituses f ear r het oegoeernamanta i
i nterventi onsedidenthsatf rt e ca@nbarng a coumal vote én March
2020, the board president of California for Balanced Energy Solutions i who is also the union
president for SoCalGas i refused to follow social distancing policies and threatened to bus in
protesters during COVID-19
national shutdown orders.53

SoCalGas took their astroturfing
strategy even further by using a
third-party firme to spread rumors
that Clean Energy Choice hurt
Black and Brown residents. The
firm falsely claimed that the mayor
was figetting a
Al ocal Latino grc
NAACP. 0 The San 1
branch president of the NAACP,
Stephen Vines, was quick to

§."/c?mﬁrg a “;’q
towh near kou.

NO POLUSTION 5
f00% SAFEL

—_ —

0 Bienkov, A. (2012, February 8). Astroturfing: What is it and why does it matter? Retrieved from
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2012/feb/08/what-is-astroturfing

61 Californians for Balanced energy solutions. (2019). Retrieved from https://c4bes.org/

52 Office of Sustainability. (2021). Clean energy choice for new buildings. City of San Luis Obispo. Retrieved from
https://www.slocity.org/government/department-directory/city-administration/office-of-sustainability/climate-action/carbon-neutral-
buildings#:~:text=The%20proposed%20Clean%20Energy%20Choice,t0%20the%20California%20Energy%20Code.

83 Atkin, E. (2020, July 03). The quiet campaign to make clean energy racist. Retrieved from https://heated.world/p/the-quiet-campaign-to-
make-clean
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denounce the rumors, reminding the publici We 6 r e t he ones who breathe
ones dying. o

\

o

Take Pacoima Beautiful, which fights for cleaner air in the mostly Latino, low-income
northeast San Fernando Valley. Between 2014 and 2018, the environmental justice group
took $107,750 from Sempra subsidiary SoCalGas.

Il n August 2016, Pacoima Beautiful 6s ¢&iteetocu
state officials in support of reopening t
which a year earlier had sprung the worst methane leak in U.S. history.

Padilla now says she was reluctantly doin
stopped accepting SoCal Gas funding, and t
down a gas plant whose fuel is supplied by SoCalGas. The city-owned plant recently
leaked methane for at least three years, raising concerns about potential health effects to
nearby residents.

600t her environmental justice groups conti
O6Letds do something good with their money
and just say no, 6 Padilla said

- Los Angeles Times

We must be alert to the astroturfing strategy veiled under harmless sounding entities such as

ACal i fornia for Baladit€dn&Emwme gy S adTheSenainsshoeS oll saor
feed false narratives and campaigns to consumers. The fossil fuel business model relies on
customer s6 dependen cmaxinozang frdiitat the expehse oftthe lang-term
community sustainability and wellbeing.
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https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/7221123-Pacoima-Beautiful-comment-letter.html
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2020-06-09/socalgas-ramps-up-use-of-aliso-canyon-site-of-worst-gas-leak
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2020-09-23/los-angeles-hid-a-methane-leak-for-a-year-activists-want-the-power-plant-shut-down
https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2020-11-23/clean-energy-fossil-fuels-racial-justice%20https:/www.latimes.com/business/story/2020-11-23/clean-energy-fossil-fuels-racial-justice

Praise False Solutis’While Claiming that Real Solutions are
Impractical, Impossible, or Harmful fBIPO&ndPoor

Communities

Pl
WwiTe

“I had a nightmare that oil and gas had

become alternative energy sources.”

“THERE! ANOTHER BATCH OF CLEAN (DAL."

Al just | eft Montana, and | | ooked
with clébeacaodal ul cl ean coal
~f or mer Presi dent Donal d Tr

Fossil fuel companies will often deceptively present themselves as eco-friendly by making

commi t ments to energy effici encyactiapranotésal eanodo e
misperception that these companies can mitigate the environmental and social damage. It

also fabricates trust with consumers and discredits renewable resource and energy options.

Fossil fuel companies will often try to undermine renewable energy viability with skewed data

or misleading messaging.
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"IN CASE OF
EMERGENCY

“Yes, the planet got destroyed. But for a beautiful moment
in time we created a lot of value for shareholders.”

‘Running shoes?’

Aordabilityotactics target low-income communities, warning against disenfranchisement in

A
the clean energy transition. n3Nwal gah(RNG3 tisesNat ur al
A

affordabilityodo as a sel |l i mgreexpensinetthan otherwrengye r |,
resources.s

A 2017 climate primer®® produced by the American Petroleum Institute (API) touted the

benefits of natural gas and oil T for its affordability and economic sustainability. The primer
suggested that using natural gas is responsible for helping to drive down CO2 emissions and
making the U.S. Asecond to noneo in countries

The Environmental Energy Study Institute®® in 2018 reported that the U.S. accounts for only
five percent of the global population yet is

responsible for 30% of global energy use and 28% \

of carbon emissions. Electricity industries count for
about 29% of the greenhouse gases emitted into

the atmosphere. We advocate for the issues that affect

. us. [ é] we dondt be
Nat_ur:fll gas creates more planet-\G/\7/arm|ng research is there t
emissions much faster than coal.®” Natural gas met hod. [ éWastSad it 6
companies have nevertheless marketed their .
product as Goallaraif @iy get h a n resources to do carbon capture while

n

cleaner.o Through al | t h Wweallowpolluters tokeep polluting. ' d
marketing campaigns, we see and we have ~
experienced the toxic pollution harming tribal 0
groups, communities of color, and low-income

communities, and our earth. - James Dillon, NAACP member

5 Feinstein, L. (2021, March 9). The four fatal flaws of renewable natural gas. Sightline Institute. Retrieved from
https://www.sightline.org/2021/03/09/the-four-fatal-flaws-of-renewable-natural-gas/
% American Petroleum Institute. (2017, May). Climate change and energy. Retrieved from
https://www.api.org/~/media/Files/Policy/Environment/Climate-Change-and-Energy/CLIMATE-PRIMER. pdf
% Environmental and Energy Study Institute. (2018, May 27). U.S. leads in greenhouse gas reductions, but some states are falling behind.
Retrieved from https://www.eesi.org/articles/view/u.s.-leads-in-greenhouse-gas-reductions-but-some-states-are-falling-behind
57 Roth, S. (2020, Nov 30). A 'gaslight' campaign for fossil fuels. Los Angeles Times Online. Retrieved from
https://enewspaper.latimes.com/infinity/article _share.aspx?quid=4087eace-619e-4b0b-871f-9145d61250a7
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https://www.sightline.org/2021/03/09/the-four-fatal-flaws-of-renewable-natural-gas/
https://www.api.org/~/media/Files/Policy/Environment/Climate-Change-and-Energy/CLIMATE-PRIMER.pdf
https://www.eesi.org/articles/view/u.s.-leads-in-greenhouse-gas-reductions-but-some-states-are-falling-behind
https://enewspaper.latimes.com/infinity/article_share.aspx?guid=4087eace-619e-4b0b-871f-9145d61250a7
https://energynews.us/2020/01/14/for-indiana-naacp-energy-justice-has-long-been-a-civil-rights-issue/

G9 Y0 NI OS¢ toGoyitdldHe BldwEaergy Economy

Fossil fuel companies will publicly i L
assume interest in sustainable
solutions and privately fight for
regulation to maintain their
monopoly on the energy economy.

Florida Power and Light (FPL), one
of the largest utility providers in the
country, created the Sunshine
Energy Program in 2004. Four
years later, Florida Public Service
Commission (PSC) shut it down for
mismanagement of funds. Over
38,000 customers had contributed
to renewable energy development
projects, of which, only 20% was
actually used for the cause.

In 2014, FPL resurrected a

icomitywbnasedod sol ar energy program, acc.epting do
Simultaneously, FPL filed a petition requesting that the Florida Public Service Commission

(PSC) discontinue its solar rebate program that started 3 years earlier.

In 2020, masked as SolarTogether, FPL campaigned for customers to pay extra on their

electric bills, promising the proceeds would finance a solar project and that they will be paid
backedin7years. FPLhas fAdr essed i n n aemewalleenergemogrant he sanmn
funded by customer-based donations since 1998.

FPL partnered with utility giant Duke Energy against the 2020 \/( ENV;,RCCNMENT
ballot initiative, i Ri ght to Competitive E =
Customers of Investor-Owned Ultilities; Allowing Energy Choice.

The initiative promised customers the right to choose from a (
series of energy options from a competitive market. The utility

gi ants used rhiemrctoarust theinitiativet waraing
that rates willgo up ifitpassed. Wi nni ng t he publ
the initiative was voted out and they maintained stronghold of the
energy sector. J

or

WASH

MAX
@_@p&N @SPINQ

Big utility companies green wash their productasir e n éewa b
nat ur a that g m@eaffordable and emits less greenhouse
gases.® RNG is methane gas, which is chemically identical to
fossil fuel gas, and just as harmful.e

®®Roberts, D. ( 2020, February 20). TNaeOflimelRstrieved from imips//@ewwovbx.céneeemgg-wa bl e n a
and-environment/2020/2/14/21131109/california-natural-gas-renewable-socalgas
28



https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2020/2/14/21131109/california-natural-gas-renewable-socalgas
https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2020/2/14/21131109/california-natural-gas-renewable-socalgas

The Reabbbtaltléensper abi ve
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Fossil Fuel Emissions KiDispgoportionatelyKillingResidents of
BIPOC and LeimcomeCommunities

Approximately 63,000 Americans are killed each year by air pollution. In the U.S. an

estimated $600 billionperyeari n 2050 wi | | otalsozial cost due to ait pblletiorfi t
mortality, morbidity, lost productivity, and visibility degradation. 8 These Americans are
disproportionally BIPOC and low-income community residents.

A report published by the Union of Concerned
Scientists, outlined that approximately 40% of
communities of color and low-income
communities live within three miles of power
plants that emit particulate matter that
harmfully taints air quality. "° Energy
companies are not legally held accountable to
compensate the damages they cause, instead
these costs are absorbed by medical patients,
their families, and taxpayers.

The National Research Council reports that air
pollution from U.S. coal-fired power plants Defiant Dakota Access Pipeline water protectors faced-off
alone causes approximately 1,530 with various law enforcement agencigs on Feb. 22, 2017,
preventable deaths each year. They also the day the camp was slated to be raided.

cause $62 billion in total damages per year for
people exposed to the toxins emitted by the
extraction and use of coal.”* As our Coal
Blooded report states: African Americans are
more likely to live near coal-fired power plants;
African American children are 2-3 times likely
to die of an asthma attack; and African
American men are more likely to die from lung
disease while less likely to smoke.

According to a recent report from the Union of oﬁ Hhe EPA
Concerned Scientists, appr o x i mat e | y [

five uranium mines is located within six miles = NAAcP ‘Hﬁm[ﬁw
of t r i baarbss theawesdesndnited =
States.’® Abandoned hard rock mines expose

Indigenous communities to chemical pollutions | e
and toxins, increasing their risk of developing kidney dlsease and hypertensmn

% Jacobson, M.Z., Delucchi, M.A., Bazouin, G., Bauer, Z.A.F., Heavey, C.C., Fisher, E., Morris, S., Piekutowski, D. J.Y., Vencilla, T., and
Yeskoo, T.W. (2015). 100% clean and renewable wind, water, and sunlight (WWS) all-sector energy roadmaps for the 50 Unites States.
Energy and Environmental Science. Retrieved from http://web.stanford.edu/group/efmh/jacobson/Articles/l|/USStatesWWS. pdf
0 Union of Concerned Scientists. (2019 October). Abandoned science, broken promises. Center for Science and Democracy. Retrieved
from https://www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/2019-10/abandoned-science-broken-promises-web-final. pdf
" Environmental and Climate Justice Program. (2004). Coal blooded report. National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.
Retrieved from http://action.naacp.org/page/-/Climate/Coal_Blooded Executive_Summary Update.pdf
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http://web.stanford.edu/group/efmh/jacobson/Articles/I/USStatesWWS.pdf
https://www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/2019-10/abandoned-science-broken-promises-web-final.pdf
http://action.naacp.org/page/-/Climate/Coal_Blooded_Executive_Summary_Update.pdf

Uni ver si ty dfaduBte $chosl bfiPubliciHéakhd s r e $as aentfibd patterns
where pregnant women | iving within proximity t
more likely to deliver infants with lower birth weights than women who live further away from

wells.”? Low birth weight newborns have higher risks of long-term health issues and infant

mortality.”® Inequities in maternal health care already predispose Black infants to increased

risks of infant mortality compared to white infants.

AFTEP- SIX MONTHS OF PANPEMIC CATASTROPHE, HUMAN CIVILIZATION
DESPERATELY SEEKS TO RETURN TO NORMAL: POISONING THE ATMOSPHERE WITH
HYPROCARBONS, PROWNING THE OCEANS IN PLASTIC, CHOKING THE PLANET.

CAN'T
BREATHE!

BEAUUOUTIFOL»

uGgLY?
c&)ﬁﬁlﬂ NOT ENOUGH P
(CoUGR ,CoUEH) Ol RIGS /7 T~
—_—
‘“T\\\
\
(e} oWy
OLRER
B-%:l\-mm: l
”?Mc Gowan Institute for Regenerative Medicine. (n.d.). Lowler birth wei

University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public Health. Retrieved from https://mirm-pitt.net/documents/pdf/Pitt-Lower-Birth-Weight-
Associated-with.pdf
7 National Centre for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion Division of Reproductive Health (n.d.). Infant mortality. Retrieved
from https://www.cdc.gov/reproductivehealth/maternalinfanthealth/infantmortality.htm
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But La'Tonya Troutman with the
LaPorte County branch of the
NAACP, says low-income and
minority groups that live near these
coal plants are often neglected.
|

-
-

& e can't overlook these
communities and their needs as well

just for the sake of others, when we 0‘
are the ones breathing it in,0
Troutman says. The Rev. Corine Mack, president of the

- [Charlotte-Mecklenburg County] NAACP
0 branch, agrees.

- 6to6s very easy to in
black community because most of the time
bl ack people wondot s
t hey dorshésat ddw,s i s
important to educate people, so they know
thehar m t hat 6s 6bei ng d

Mack also expressed how unlikely it is to
see racial injustice perpetrated upon upper
class neighborhoods.

¥ou candét go into My
or Ballantyne becaus
allow it,6she said. Many times, because
we are i gnorant to w
get away with murder. People are dying
COmmunItIeS D|fferent|y BIPO and donot k now Wh)y t

Communities Carry Burdens & -

0,

- The Charlotte Post

Fossil Fuel Pollution Affects
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https://www.wfyi.org/news/articles/naacp-vote-down-bill-that-would-delay-coal-plant-closures
http://www.thecharlottepost.com/news/2020/10/23/local-state/high-school-students-lead-advocacy-rally-for-environmental-justice/

Harms with Few Economic Benefits

In 1969, the oil-drenched =y
Cuyahoga River in Cleveland A P ——
caught fire. The fire alerted
the nation to the pollutant-
filled river that housed years
of industrial waste and sludge
from nearby plants and
manufacturing facilities.
Although 1969 was the year
the fire caught national
attention, it was hardly the first
time the waterway burned.
Prior to 1969, the Cuyahoga —
River caught fire a series of ’f =
times over the years. It was ~—
reported that everyone knew t ,
the olil slicks suffocated and Former U.S. President Donald Trump prepares to cut a red ribbon

poIIuted the river. Yet, for between two stacks of paper, representing the regulatory code from
many pollution meant that 1960 compared to present day, during an event at the White House

. . ) on Dec. 14, 2017.
industries thrived and :
feveryone “had jobs. o

As a dominating industry, fossil fuel compani e:
their and maximize their business operations. Tr ump 6s c | o gas,andicaals t o oi |
companies prompt ed swifi respasedor imdussyttax auts iarm agyressive
environmental regulation rollbacks that favored fossil fuel production.” With increased

deregulation, already-polluting facilities could pollute more with lifted bans and weakened

restrictions. Even in the midst of a pandemic, Trump, in mid-July 2020, declared policy

changes that would help to fispeed upo revi ews f
Trump also sought out ways to prioritize financial relief to fossil fuel companies struggling

with pandemic-related financial stressors. Whi | e touted as an industry

f r i emthe friend-base for many fossil fuel moguls is strategically limited to those with

power. It is not with its workers, or the outside community. While, for years, research has

shown that exposure to toxic air from fossil fuel emissions can make individuals chronically ill,

fossil fuel companies think of their pandemic-relief bailouts instead of the health of its workers

or the outside community. At the time of this release, the pandemic continues and more

studies are emerging that link high pollution areas with increased rates of COVID-19 cases. A

74 Boissoneault, L. (2019, June 19). The Cuyahoga river caught fire at least a dozen times, but no one cared until 1969. Smithsonian

Magazine Online. Retrieved from https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/cuyahoga-river-caught-fire-least-dozen-times-no-one-cared-until-
1969-180972444/

s Riordan, L. & Lehren, A. (2020, April 7). Trump administration relaxes regulations to fight coronavirus and also loosen environmental

rules. NBC News Online. Retrieved from https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-admin-relaxes-regulations-fight-coronavirus-
also-loosens-environmental-rules-n1177761

“Stone, P. (2020, August 9). Bi g o i dampaignfunds.bleerGsiardé@an. Retrieveddfdm Tr ump wi t h  mi
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/aug/09/big-oil-trump-campaign-donations-fossil-fuel-industry
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https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-admin-relaxes-regulations-fight-coronavirus-also-loosens-environmental-rules-n1177761
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-admin-relaxes-regulations-fight-coronavirus-also-loosens-environmental-rules-n1177761
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/aug/09/big-oil-trump-campaign-donations-fossil-fuel-industry

recent Harvard study has highlighted that
individuals living in the area of high-
particulate pollution are actually 8%
more likely to die from COVID than
others living in areas with less pollution.
Whether COVID or other illnesses, we
can predict who will struggle with the
adverse and fatal effects of illness by
highlighting areas within proximity of
environmental pollution.

While many may live with the dangers
and toxins of polluting facilities because
it may keep the economy thriving and
provide jobs, burdens, not rewards, are
often experienced by the surrounding
fenceline communities. For communities
struggling with limited employment
opportunities and/or economic
fluctuations, stable paychecks and health
insurance are lifelines. While oil, gas,
and energy facilities may provide jobs,
those jobs arendt g
color. According to the Bureau of Labor
and Statistics (BLS),”® in 2020, in the
fields of mining, quarrying, and oil & gas
extraction reported approximately 87% of
the workforce identify as white, 17% of
the workforce identify as Hispanic or
Latino, 4.6% of the workforce identify as
Black or African American, and 4% of the
workforce identify as Asian. Further, just
over 14% of the workforce identify as
women. A similar story is also found in

0

Choke holds are not always done physically
with hands or knees. Environmental racism
chokeholds occur when toxic waste sites and
power plants are disproportionately sited in
Black and brown communities.

Environmental racism is particularly insidious
because it often seems mundane d it is hidden
away in government siting and permitting
decisions, or the lack of representation as
governments make decisions about who will
bear the brunt of pollution.

Lawyers, judges, and governmental agencies
chokehold our hope of equality when
environmental regulations and statutes are not
upheld and equally enforced, only protecting
White and wealthy communities.

e

0,

- Mary Ashanti, resident of Salisbury &
president of the Wicomico County
Chapter NAACP

Capital Gazette

the utility fields, BLS reports approximately 85% of the workforce identify as white and 21% of

the workforce identify as women.

Racialized patterns of disenfranchisement through fossil fuel industry placement, lack of
employment opportunities, and depreciating housing values have created an opportunity for
fossil fuel companies to extract more from the community than what they say they return

7 Costello, P. (2020, July 17). Why air pollution is linked to severe cases of COVID-19 [Blog Post]. SCOPE. Stanford Medicine. Retrieved
from https://scopeblog.stanford.edu/2020/07/17/why-air-pollution-is-linked-to-severe-cases-of-covid-19/

8 Bureau of Labor Statistics. (2021, January 22). Labor force statistics from the current population survey. Retrieved from

https://www.bls.qgov/cps/cpsaat18.htm
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Clean EnerggZanPower Our Nation

Over 95% of the energy needed in the U.S. can be
produced with solar and wind technology, with the
remaining 5% produced with geothermal, wave,
tidal, and hydroelectric systems. The energy
produced with these clean and renewable systems
would be more affordable than fossil fuel energy for
a few reasons: 1) Energy produced by
the fossil fuel industry becomes more
expensive over time, as costs increase
for mining, transporting, and processing
fuels, not even including the social,
health and other costs. 2) Clean and
renewable energy systems have zero
fuel costs; 3) The cost of operating
clean and renewable systems would
decrease over time as technological
improvements are made, and as
manufacturing and project deployment
becomes less expensive due to
increased economies of scale or
production.e
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Clean Energiakes Sensddealth, Economic, and Environmental
Benefits

Converting the U.S. to 100% clean energy by 2050 would: 1) Prevent the deaths of

approximately 63,000 Americans who are killed by air pollution each year and prevent $600
billion per year in related damages; 2gase!| i mi n:
which is projected to cause $3.3 trillion per year in damage associated with climate change

by 2050; and 3) Create a total of 6 million jobs lasting 40 years, which is greater than the 4

million jobs currently created by the fossil fuel industry.”

WF 1 - e i "” .

In a report® produced by the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) on power

generation costs in 2019, replacing 500 gigawatts of existing coal plants (with the highest

operating costs) with solar and onshore wind power could cut annual system costs up to $23

billion per year while reducing CO2 emissions. Further, electricity costs from renewables has

fallen significantly due to the increase in product performance technologies as well as
economies of scale. Addit i o®6aofdlgewlydommissianed not e d
utility-scale renewable power generation capacity provided electricity at a lower cost than the

cheapest fossilfuel-f i red option. o Furt her Prepditg thaWsolarl d Re s c
and wind energy resources providethe ficheapest power for 67% of t

It seems thattheonl y factor hurt by the shift to renewa
bottom line. Due to tactics that keep them in power, fossil fuel industries return enormous

profits, reporting $331 billion in profits annually and awarding large compensation packages

to their executives. In 2017,8? CEOs of coal-producing Peabody Energy Corp., and natural

“Bjorn Carey, fStanf or by-setnagtien epelrasn dteov ecl conpv esrttatle. S. t o 16tanterdtlédwe an, r ene
Service, 2015, http://news.stanford.edu/pr/2015/pr-50states-renewable-energy-060815.html.
8 |RENA. (2020). Renewable power generation costs in 2019. Retrieved from https://www.irena.org/-
[media/Files/IRENA/Agency/Publication/2020/Jun/IRENA_Power Generation Costs 2019.pdf
8 Tierney, S. (2020, May 12). Setting the record straight about renewable energy. World Resources Institute. Retrieved from
https://www.wri.org/blog/2020/05/setting-record-straight-about-renewable-energy
82 Javaid, S., & Good, A. (2018, July 26). Highest-paid oil, gas, coal CEOS saw compensation spike in 2017. Retrieved from
https://www.spglobal.com/marketintelligence/en/news-insights/trending/aoijapajpkjeigpmdrgsgg2
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gas company Ultra Petroleum Corp. moved
their companies out of bankruptcy to rake in
over $20 million in compensation.

The New Energy Economy
CreateBetter, Safe Jobs with
Less Investment

In September 2020, IRENA reported that
renewable energy jobs continued to grow to
11.5 million® worldwide. A surplus of jobs
created across renewable energy
technologies was also reported by the International Labour Organization (ILO) who noted this
increase had a positive effect®*i n i ncreasing the quality of |job:¢
energy sectors. In August 2020, the Pennsylvania Clean Energy Employment Report® noted

that from 2017 to 2019, clean energy | oRust wer e
Belt state and job creation continues to rise. This is in direct contrast to previous claims by

the fossil fuel industry that job creation in renewable energy fields will be slow to actualize.

The truth is that we can create safe, permanent jobs that pay well and do not harm people or
the environment. We can do this by reversing the grip the fossil fuel industry has on the
power grid and evolving toward locally-owned clean and renewable energy systems.

8 IRENA. (2020). Renewable energy jobs continue growth to 11.5 million worldwide. Retrieved from
https://www.irena.org/newsroom/pressreleases/2020/Sep/Renewable-Energy-Jobs-Continue-Growth-to-11-5-Million-Worldwide

84 International Labor Organization. (n.d.). Green jobs and renewable energy: Low carbon, high employment. Retrieved from
https://www.ilo.org/wemsp5/groups/public/---ed_emp/---emp_ent/documents/publication/wecms_250690.pdf

8 pennsylvania Energy Office. 2020 Pennsylvania clean energy industry report. Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
Energy Programs Office. Retrieved from
https://files.dep.state.pa.us/Energy/Office%200f%20Energy%20and%20Technology/OETDPortalFiles/2020EnergyReport/2020PACEIR.pdf
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Supporting a systems-approach to workforce development, clean energy jobs are distributed
across work sectors, including manufacturing, construction, wholesale trade, and professional
services.s Unlike fossil fuel industry jobs, they are decentralized and make employment
opportunities more accessible to workers across the country while offering better wages. The
Clean Jobs, Better Jobs reports:

1 the median hourly wages for clean energy jobs are about 25% higher than the national
median wage, especially when it comes to entry-level wages;

1 clean energy jobs are more likely to come with health care and retirement than jobs
across the rest of the private sector; and,

1 with the support of federal policy and economic recovery efforts, investments in energy
efficiency, renewable energy, and grid modernization sectors of the clean energy
industry could create 860,300 full-time, direct, indirect, and induced jobs.

As part of PrBuifdiBatleBetter r&covdrg plad, €lean energy is an investment

the nation is already making. Further, investment in the green energy transition has the
potential to create $26 trillion in benefits across the global economy by 20308%6.

Transitioning to a New Energy Economy is the Only Real Solution

A STRATEGY FRAMEWORK FOR JUST TRANSITION
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%sigalos, M. (2020, Nov. 10). Bidend6s economic recovery eptingreen cal |l ed |

infrastructure, health care and more. CNBC Online. Retrieved from https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/10/president-elect-joe-bidens-plan-for-
the-economy-jobs-and-covid-19-.html
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We started this primer with a ticking climate clock and the limited time left to make

purposeful, actionable change. The Earth is warming rapidly and the next steps we take must

be not only strategic, but timely. In 2019, alone, the U.S. experienced 14 separate, billion-

dollar weather and climate disasters, including: 3 major inland floods, 8 severe storms, 2

tropical cyclones, and 1 wildfire event. Since 2017, the U.S. hasexper i enced Mfna- doze
do!l | ar deryearghatdave impacted communities®’.

Yet, we need not wait for the climate-
related weather disasters to destroy \
communities. As this primer along with 0
extensive research concludes, residents

are sick and dying due to the toxins This is a major win for Charles County, but the

pumped into communities from the fossil work is just beginning. With the closure of the
fuel industry. As a result, the localized Morgantown plant it is essential that we
experiences of harm featured in this report = continue to advocate with a holistic

serve to contextualize climate injustice at approach for a JUST Transition which

the intersections of race, class and place. supports our workers, the Community and the
We have tried various fossil fuel pathways County.

andhave met a Wedavanb e 4
choice but to try another approach. As a 0
result, transitioning to a new energy

economy is the only real solution to provide - Dyotha Sweat, President of Charles
purposeful, actionable change to revive County NAACP
communities for thriving, sustainable Sierra Club
futures.

"Observations throughout the world make it clear that climate change
IS occurring, and rigorous scientific research demonstrates that the
greenhouse gases emitted by human activities are the primary driver."

~Statement on Climate Change from 18 Scientific Associations (2009)

87 Smith, A.B. (2020, January). 2010-2019: A landmark decade of U.S. billion-dollar weather and climate disasters. National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration. Retrieved from https://www.climate.gov/news-features/blogs/beyond-data/2010-2019-landmark-decade-us-
billion-dollar-weather-and-climate
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Cli mate Justice Advocae
Communi ties Can Advanc
Energy Efficiency and
Resources

The following sections describe the ways in which communities can advance the importance
of the climate crisis and the shift toward energy efficiency and renewable energies. It also
highlights real-life stories and resources® to highlight what is possible when we take action.

Understanding that even the smallest change makes a big difference, the goal of the
NAACPOGs Environmental and Climate Justice Progt
frontline communities to eliminate climate injustices and ignite an environmental, social, and
economic revolution. The following strategies will help us achieve this collective goal:
1. Leverager e s i dselidarite®within communities to ground resistance against
climate injustices and fossil fuel manipulation
2. Shift the narrative towards justice: Renewable resources support equity and
community resiliency
3. Seed Education in Communities for Sustainable Change: Public Learning Practices
and Community-based Participatory Action Research
4. Expand Networks of Support at the Local, Regional, and National Level
5. Support and Advance Just and
Equitable Policies
6. Participate in the Process
7. Direct Engagement
8. Take Legal Action
9. Reverse Citizens United
10. Support Campaign Finance
Reform

8 These stories and resources have been hyperlinked to the external sources for easy reference and access.
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