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A bill is a proposal for a new law or a change to an existing law. The idea for a bill can come
from a sitting member of the U.S. Senate or House of Representatives or be proposed during
their election campaign. Bills can also be petitioned by people or citizen groups who
recommend a new or amended law to a member of Congress that represents them.

Once a bill is introduced, itis assigned to a committee whose members will research,
discuss, and make changes to the bill.

The bill is then put before that chamber to be voted on.

If the bill passes one body of Congress, it goes to the other body to go through a similar
process of research, discussion, changes, and voting.
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@\ Once both bodies vote to accept a hill, they must work out any differences between the two
versions. Then both chambers vote on the same version of the bill. If it passes, they present it
to the president.
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@\\ The president then considers the bill. The president can approve the bill and sign it into law.
Or the president can refuse to approve a bill. This is called a veto.

If the president chooses to veto a bill, in most cases Congress can vote to override that veto,
and the bill becomes a law. But if the president does not sign off on a bill and it remains
unsigned when Congress is no longer in session, the hill will be vetoed by default. This action
is called a pocket veto, and it cannot be overridden by Congress.
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Current House and Senate leadership

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE HOUSE MINORITY WHIP
i
Represents the Republican : %‘ = | | Reelected as House minority

Party on the House floor whip in 2024

Mike Johnson Katherine Clark
R-LA-4 D-MA-5

HOUSE MAJORITY LEADER SENATE MAJORITY LEADER

Steve Scalise John Thune
R-LA-1 R-SD

HOUSE MAJORITY WHIP SENATE MAJORITY WHIP

Maintains position as House
majority whip in 119t
Congress

Elected as the Senate Majority

Assists Republican leadership Leader in 2024

in managing the party’s

idlle Replaces Sen. Mitch
legislative program

McConnell who has decided to
step down after 18 years

Previously served as the
Republican Conference Chair

Replaces Sen. John Thune
after he was elevated to the
role of Senate Majority Leader

Leads Republican Conference
on policy development

John Barrasso

Tom Emmer
R-MN-6 R-WY

HOUSE MINORITY LEADER SENATE MINORITY LEADER

Reelected as Democratic
leader in the 119t Congress

Maintains seat as the House’s
top Democrat

Hakeem Jeffries Chuck Schumer
D-NY-8 D-NY

SENATE MINORITY WHIP

Reelected as Senate minority
whip in 2024

Dick Durbin
D-IL
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