
  
No. 25-807 

IN THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS  
FOR THE NINTH CIRCUIT 

 

 

STATE OF WASHINGTON, et al., 

Plaintiffs-Appellees, 

v. 

DONALD J. TRUMP, et al., 

Defendant-Appellants, 

On Appeal from the United States District Court  
for the Western District of Washington 

District Court Case No. 2:25-cv-127 

MOTION OF AMICI CURIAE 
 NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED 
PEOPLE, THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS, THE EQUAL JUSTICE 

SOCIETY ET AL., TO FILE BRIEF IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS-
APPELLEES AND AFFIRMANCE 

JAMES J. PASTORE 
STEPHANIE D. THOMAS 
NATALIE TSANG 
CHESTER DUBOV 
 
DEBEVOISE &   
    PLIMPTON LLP  
66 Hudson Blvd. 
New York, NY 10001 
Tel.: (212) 909-6000 
 
Counsel to Amici Curiae 

 

 

EDWARD G. CASPAR 
OLIVIA N. SEDWICK 

COUNSEL OF RECORD 
 

 
LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE 

FOR CIVIL RIGHTS 
1500 K Street NW, Suite 900 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Tel.: (202) 662-8384 
 
Counsel to Amici Curiae 
 

 Case: 25-807, 04/11/2025, DktEntry: 100.1, Page 1 of 6



 
 

 
Under Federal Rule of Appellate Procedure 29(a)(3) and Ninth Circuit Rule 

29-3, amici curiae The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

(“NAACP”), The League of Women Voters of the United States (“The League”), 

and the Equal Justice Society (collectively “Amici”), move for leave to file the 

concurrently submitted amicus brief in support of Plaintiffs-Appellees. All parties 

have consented to the filing of this brief.  

As explained in the Statements of Interest in the concurrently filed brief, Amici 

are non-profit organizations that litigate, advocate and educate to advance racial and 

social justice and combat discrimination. Accordingly, Amici individually and 

collectively share a significant commitment to ensuring that the longstanding and 

well-settled law undergirding the guarantee of birthright citizenship remains upheld.  

The Court should use its discretion to grant this Motion and permit Amici to 

file their concurrently submitted brief because they fulfill “the classic role of amicus 

curiae by assisting in a case of general public interest, supplementing the efforts of 

counsel, and drawing the court’s attention to law that escaped consideration.” Miller-

Wohl Co. v. Comm’r of Labor & Indus. State of Mont., 694 F.2d 203, 204 (9th Cir. 

1982). 

The accompanying brief of Amici aims to provide historical and legal context 

for analyzing the constitutionality of the Executive Order. Specifically, the brief 

details the history of birthright citizenship as a decisive legislative response to the 

Supreme Court’s holdings in Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857). It explains that 
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birthright citizenship cannot be undone by executive action because it is enshrined 

in the Fourteenth Amendment as part of the framework of civil rights established in 

the Reconstruction Amendments. From there, the brief discusses how the barriers 

created by the potential elimination of birthright citizenship will impact the voting 

rights of people of color. Lastly, the brief explains how the Executive Order emperils 

the civil rights of future generations and would contribute to the establishment of a 

legally inferior underclass of Americans, an underclass that would 

disproportionately comprise people of color.  
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CONCLUSION 

For the foregoing reasons, Amici respectfully move for leave from the Court 

to file the brief accompanying this motion. Amici do not seek oral argument on 

their brief. 
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