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NIGHT OF EXCELLENCE
PROGRAM

Welcome & Greetings
• Karen Boykin-Towns, Brooklyn, NY

      Vice Chair, National Board of Directors, NAACP

• Georgette “Gigi” Dixon, Charlotte, NC
       Member, NAACP National Board of Directors 
         116th NAACP National Convention Blue Ribbon Committee
       

Adobe Cinematic Short Film Competition Winner

Professor Deborah Archer
2025 William Robert Ming Advocacy Award
presented by Janette McCarthy-Wallace, General Counsel, NAACP

Remarks
• Derrick Johhnson, Jackson, MS

      President and CEO, NAACP

• Daphnée Duplaix, New York, NY
      “Beyond the Gates” (CBS)

Invocation
Rev. Dr. Kenneth Robinson
The Creek Church and First Baptist Statesville, Statesville, NC

Dinner

Remarks
Leon W. Russell, Tampa FL
Chairman, NAACP National Board of Directors



NIGHT OF EXCELLENCE
PROGRAM

The 2025 Dr. William Montague Cobb Awards 
presented by Rev. Shavon Arline-Bradley, Laurel, MD to:

• Dr. Uché Blackstock
• Dr. Mati Hlatshwayo Davis
• Charles County, Maryland NAACP Branch

Call Convention to a Close
Michael T. Turner, Detroit, MI
Chair, Convention Planning, NAACP

Benediction
Rev. Dr. Barrett Berry
Empowered Living Ministries, Charlotte, NC

 
Musical Entertainment
MAJOR.
Sunshine Anderson
Mali Music
Abraham's Descendants



MEMBERSHIP
Luncheon

MONDAY | JULY 15, 2024 
115th NAACP NATIONAL CONVENTION | LAS VEGAS, NV

115TH NAACP NATIONAL CONVENTION

All IN



PROGRAM
MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON

Membership Parade
Membership Chairs & Secretaries
Welcome
Dominik Whitehead, VP, Campaigns
Carmen Watkins, SVP, Membership Growth and Unit Sustainability
Invocation/Blessing
Elder Edward DuBose, NAACP National Board of Directors
Chairman’s Greetings
Leon W. Russell, Chairman, NAACP National Board of Directors
Committee Greetings
Gloria Sweet-Love, Chair, Committee on Membership and Units
Lunch
Chairman’s & President’s Acknowledgement
Ericka Cain, VP, Governance, Compliance, and Training
Nancy Bailey, Member Services Relationship Manager
Membership Awards
Presented by Michael Jai White and Gillian White

- Standing Ovation Awards
- Ella Josephine Baker Awards
- Lucille Black Awards
- Impact Award Winner

Thalheimer Awards
Demar Roberts, Chair, LGBTQIA Committee
Kyra Mitchell, Chair, National Youth Work Committee
“All In” Membership Campaign
Wisdom Cole, Sr. National Director, Advocacy
Benediction
Elder Edward DuBose, National Board of Directors
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Michael Jai White is an American actor, director 
and martial artist. He was the first African Ameri-
can to portray a major comic book superhero in a 
major motion picture, starring as Al Simmons, the 
protagonist in the 1997 film Spawn. White ap-
peared as Marcus Williams in the Tyler Perry films 
Why Did I Get Married? and Why Did I Get Married 
Too?, and starred as the character on the 
TBS/OWN comedy-drama television series Tyler 
Perry's For Better or Worse. He portrayed Jax 
Briggs in Mortal Kombat: Legacy and the Cyborg 
Seth in Universal Soldier: The Return. Michael also 
portrayed boxer Mike Tyson in the 1995 HBO tele-
vision film Tyson. He also wrote and played the 
title role in the blaxploitation parody film Black 
Dynamite. Most recently Michael directed and 
starred in Outlaw Johnny Black, and currently ap-
pears as Julius ‘Caesar’ Jones in Kingdom Busi-
ness on BET.
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In middle school and high school, Gillian starred in several stage productions. 
She was also an active cheerleader and star player and captain for her bas-
ketball team at John Muir High School. As an honors student, Gillian excelled 
academically and in 1992, she left Los Angeles and headed east to the presti-
gious HBCU Howard University in Washington, D.C. where she studied Human 
Communication with a focus on Interpersonal Relations and Dramatic Arts.

Not long after,  Gillian landed her first big role on the big screen in Russell Sim-
mons How To Be A Player, opposite comedian Bill Bellamy. In just a few 
months, Gillian’s rising star earned her a big part on the hit sitcom, Martin, 
where she gained many more fans playing Rhonda, Cole’s snobby girlfriend.

Career on fire, Gillian would go on to guest star on other hit television shows, 
including The Wayans Brothers, The Parkers, My Wife & Kids, Malcolm & Eddie, 
Ghost Whisperer and For Your Love. She also appeared in the major motion 
pictures, Quentin Tarantino’s Jackie Brown and Spike Lee’s Bamboozled. In 
2000, Gillian starred as the Amazon warrior, Amoria in the long running, hit 
series Xena: Warrior Princess. By 2007, she garnered a recurring role as the 
love-to-hate villain, China Lee on the hit daytime soap opera Days of Our 
Lives. In 2015, Gillian guest starred on Nick at Nite’s The Exes, TV One’s Love That 
Girl and Nickelodeon’s hit show Sam & Cat, where she played the top MMA 
fighter, Rita Rooney. 

In 2016, Gillian returned to the big screen as the female lead in Sony Pictures 
Never Back Down: No Surrender playing a top publicist for a big fight organiza-
tion opposite acting veterans Esai Morales and Michael Jai White.
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115TH NAACP NATIONAL CONVENTION

All IN
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In middle school and high school, Gillian starred in several stage productions. 
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Communication with a focus on Interpersonal Relations and Dramatic Arts.

Not long after,  Gillian landed her first big role on the big screen in Russell Sim-
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Ghost Whisperer and For Your Love. She also appeared in the major motion 
pictures, Quentin Tarantino’s Jackie Brown and Spike Lee’s Bamboozled. In 
2000, Gillian starred as the Amazon warrior, Amoria in the long running, hit 
series Xena: Warrior Princess. By 2007, she garnered a recurring role as the 
love-to-hate villain, China Lee on the hit daytime soap opera Days of Our 
Lives. In 2015, Gillian guest starred on Nick at Nite’s The Exes, TV One’s Love That 
Girl and Nickelodeon’s hit show Sam & Cat, where she played the top MMA 
fighter, Rita Rooney. 

In 2016, Gillian returned to the big screen as the female lead in Sony Pictures 
Never Back Down: No Surrender playing a top publicist for a big fight organiza-
tion opposite acting veterans Esai Morales and Michael Jai White.
 

A former high school star athlete, an 
actress, a health and fitness advo-
cate, a wife and a mother, Gillian 
White personifies the notion that 
women can indeed have it all.

On January 16, in Los Angeles, Califor-
nia, a rising star was born. Gillian’s 
rare beauty rests in the unique blend 
of her African American, Irish and 
Blackfoot Indian descent. From the 
very beginning, Gillian had a natural 
passion for entertaining and athletics. 
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Since its inception, the National Association for the Advancement of  
Colored People (NAACP) was poised for a long, tumultuous and re-
warding  history. Although it may be possible to chronicle the chal-
lenging and  harrowing legacy of the NAACP, the real story of the 
nation’s most  significant civil rights organization lies in the hearts 
and minds of  the people who would not stand still while the rights of 
some of  America’s darker citizens were denied.

From the ballot box to the classroom, the dedicated workers,  orga-
nizers, and leaders who forged this great organization and maintain  
its status as a champion of social justice, fought long and hard to  
ensure that the voices of African Americans would be heard. The 
legacy  of those pioneers, such as W.E.B. Du Bois, Thurgood Marshall, 
Roy Wilkins  and the hundreds of thousands of nameless faces who 
worked so  tirelessly, can not and must not be forgotten.

The history of the NAACP is one of blood, sweat and tears. From bold  
investigations of mob brutality and protests against mass murders,  
segregation and discrimination, to testimony before congressional  
committees on the vicious tactics used to bar African Americans 
from the  ballot box, it was the talent and tenacity of NAACP mem-
bers that saved  lives and changed many negative aspects of 
American society. While much  of its history is chronicled in books, 
articles, pamphlets and  magazines, the true movement lies in the 
faces-Black, white, yellow, red  and brown-united to awaken the 
consciousness of a people and a nation.  This is the legacy of the 
NAACP!

Charles County Branch
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